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Introduction
I n d o - E u r o p e a n  f a m i l y  o f  l a n g u a g e s  s h o w s  a  s h a r p  b r e a k u p  in to  a  n u m b e r  

o f  l a n g u a g e  g r o u p s  in  S o u t h  A s i a n  r e g i o n .  T h e s e  g r o u p s  i n c l u d e  I n d o -  

A r y a n ,  D a r d i c  a n d  I r a n ia n ,  G .  A .  G r e i r s o n  p l a c e s  D a r d i c  a s  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  

g r o u p  b e t w e e n  I n d o - A r y a n  a n d  I r a n ia n .  T h e  p r o p o s e d  t h e s i s  h o l d s  th e  

v i e w  t h a t  D a r d i c  f a m i l y  s h a r e s  t h e  l i n g u i s t i c  f e a t u r e s  b o t h  f r o m  I n d o -  

A r y a n  a n d  I r a n i a n  l a n g u a g e s  b u t  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  h a s  e v o l v e d  c e r t a i n  

l i n g u i s t i c  t r a i t s  w h i c h  a re  a b s e n t  in e i t h e r  o f  t h e s e  g r o u p s .  S . K . C h a t t e r j e e  

s u p p o r t s  G r i e r s o n ' s  p r o p o s i t i o n  o f  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  D a r d i c  l a n g u a g e s .  

G e o r g e  M o r g n s t i e m e  d i d  n o t  f i n d  a n y  l i n g u i s t i c  o r  e t h n o g r a p h i c  

j u s t i f i c a t i o n  o f  D a r d i c  g r o u p .  T h u s ,  w h i l e  d i s c a r d i n g  t h e  t e n n  “ D a r d i c " ,  

M o r g n s t i e m e  c l a s s i f i e d  m o s t  o f  t h e  l a n g u a g e s  s p o k e n  in  t h e  K a r a k o r u m  

r e g i o n  w i t h i n  I n d o - A r y a n  g r o u p  o f  l a n g u a g e s .  A c c o r d i n g  to  th i s  

h y p o t h e s i s  K a f i r  g r o u p  m a y  c o m p r i s e  a  s p e c i a l  g r o u p  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  o t h e r  

D a r d i c  l a n g u a g e s .  M .  B. E m e n e a u  a n d  J u l u s  B l o c h  s h a r e  t h e  s i m i l a r  v i e w .  

A f t e r  G r i e r s o n ( 1 9 0 6 ) ,  t h e  t e n n  " D a r d i c "  a p p e a r e d  in  t h e  w r i t i n g s  o f  B r a . 

B .  K a c h r u  ( 1 9 6 6 , 1 9 6 9 ) , T u m e r ( 1 9 7 2 ) , C o l i n  M a s i c a ( 1 9 7 6 ) ,  G e o r g e  

C a r d o n a ( I 9 7 4 ) ,  K o u !  a n d  S c h m i d t ( 1 9 8 4 ) .  W h a t e v e r  b e  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  a n d  

l i n g u i s t i c  a f f i n i t y  o f  D a r d i c  g r o u p  o f  l a n g u a g e s ,  it is t h e  c o v e r  t e n n  in  

w h i c h  a  l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  l a n g u a g e s  a n d  d i a l e c t s  s p o k e n  in  t h e  N o r t h e r n  

r e g i o n  o f  I n d i a n  s u b c o n t i n e n t ,  K a r o k o r u m  r e g i o n  a n d  a r o u n d  I n d u s  v a l l e y  

a r e  g r o u p e d .

Dardic: A Conceptual Orientation
K a r a k o r u m  w h i c h  c o m p r i s e s  t h e  p a r t  o f  G r e a t  H i m a l a y a s  is  a  l a r g e  

m o u n t a i n  r a n g e  s t r e t c h i n g  i ts  b o r d e r s  t o  P a k i s t a n ,  I n d i a  a n d  C h i n a .  T h i s
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r e g io n  is i n h a b i t e d  b y  th e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  d i f f e r e n t  e th n ic ,  g e o g r a p h i c a l  a n d  

l in g u is t i c  d iv e r s i t i e s .  T h e  c o v e r  t e rm  " D a r d i s t a n "  is o f t e n  u s e d  to r e f e r  to  

th i s  be l t  o f  the  H i m a l a y a n  r e g io n  as  a p p a r e n t  f ro m  m a n y  s o u r c e s  a n d  

r e f e r e n c e s .  In the  G r e e k  h t e r a tu r e  the  t e r m s  l ike ‘‘D a r d ik a i " ,  “ D a e d a l a " ,  

" D a r d e a ”  l iad b e e n  m e n t i o n e d  to  r e f e r  to  th e  r a c e s  l iv in g  a c r o s s  th is  

r e g io n .  H e r o d o t u s  ( 4 ' ’’ C e n t u r y  B C ) ,  S t r a b o  ( 6 4 B C  to  A D  2 3 )  a n d  P l in y  

( A D 2 3  to  A D 7 9 )  h a d  m e n t i o n e d  th e s e  t e n n s  in th e i r  w r i t i n g s  to  r e f e r  to  th e  

r a c e s  a n d  t r ib e s  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  d a y  D a r d i s t a n .  A c c o r d i n g  to  v a r io u s  

s o u r c e s ,  t h e  t e r m  D a r d i s t a n  h a d  e a r l i e r  a p p e a r e d  in S a n s k r i t  e p i c s  a n d  

P u ran s .

A c c o r d i n g  to  M o c k ,  H e r o d o t u s '  “ D a d i k a i ”  m a y  b e  th e  P e r s i a n  n a m e  fo r  

th e  “ d a r a d a "  g iv e n  in t h e  P u r a n ic  l is ts ,  w h i c h  S t r a b o  a n d  P H n y  a p p l i e d  to 

w 'a r - l ike  p e o p l e  w h o m  th e y  e q u a t e d  wit i i  C u r t i u s  “ A s s a k e n o i ” . H e n c e .  

H e r o d o t u s '  o r ig in a l  c i t a t io n  a p p e a r s  to  h a v e  b e e n  d e r i v e d  f r o m  P u r a n ic  

s o u r c e s "  ( 2 0 1 0 :2 ) .

T h e  a n c i e n t  i n s c r i p t i o n  o n  th e  r o c k s  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  d a y  G i lg i t  a n d  S k a r d u  

in d i c a t e  the  m e n t i o n  o f  th e  D a r d ic  K in g s .  T h e  w o r d  " d a r a d a r a y a ” 

i n s c r i b e d  o n  th e s e  r o c k s  h a s  b e e n  d e c i p h e r e d  as  “ th e  K i n g  o f  D a r d s " . T h e  

I n s c r ip t i o n  is in K h a r o s h t h i  s c r ip t  - a n  a n c i e n t  Ind ie  s c r ip t  u s e d  b y  th e  

G l u i n d a r a  C u l t u r e  o f  a n c i e n t  S o u t h  A s i a  ( m o d e m  A f g h a n i s t a n  a n d  

P a k i s t a n )  to  w r i t e  G h a n d a r i  l a n g u a g e  (a  d i a l e c t  o f  P ra k r i t  a n d  S a n s k r i t  

l an t iu acc ) .

A s  q u o t e d  in M o c k  ( 2 0 1 0 ) ,  H i n u b e r  in !.is t r a n s l a t i o n  w o r k s  h a s  m e n t i o n e d  

th e  h i s to r i c i ty  o f  t h e  K i n g s  o f  D a rd s .  H i n u b e r ’s p r i m a r y  s o u r c e  o f  th is  

h i s to r i c a l  a c c o u n t  h a s  b e e n  th e  r o c k  i n s c r i p t i o n s  f o u n d  in B r a h m i  

s c r i p t . T h e s e  i n s c r i p t i o n s  w e r e  f o u n d  o n  A l a m  b r i d g e  c o n n e c t i n g  G i l g i t  a n d  

S a k u r d a  in w h i c h  t h e  n a m e s  o f  th e  D a r d  k in g s  h a d  b e e n  in s c r ib e d .  S i m i l a r  

i n s c r i p t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  d i s c o v e r e d  in C h i l a s , T h a l p a n ,  t h e  a r e a  o n  I n d u s  

R iv e r ,  a n d  T h a l p a r  a c r o s s  t h e  I n d u s  r iv e r .  S o m e  o f  t h e s e  i n s c r i p t i o n s  a r e  in 

B r a h m i  sc r ip t .  T h e s e  i n s c r i p t i o n s  a re  t r e a t e d  to  b e  th e  s o u r c e  o f  i m m e n s e  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  fo r  t r a c i n g  o u t  t h e  g e n e s i s  o f  D a r d i s t a n  a n d  its p e o p l e .
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T h e  h i s t o r i a n  o f  t h e  m i d d l e  p e r i o d  o f  K a s h m i r ,  K a l h a n a ,  h a d  a l s o  

m e n t i o n e d  “ T h e  D a r d a  C o u n t r y ” in R a j t a r a n g n i .  R a j t a r a n g n i  is c o n s i d e r e d  

a s  th e  f i r s t  w r i t t e n  h i s t o r y  o f  K a s h m i r .  T h e  h i s t o r y  is in th e  f o r m  o f  

c h r o n i c l e  a n d  h a s  b e e n  w r i t t e n  o r i g i n a l l y  in th e  S a n s k r i t  l a n g u a g e .

S te in  ( a s  m e n t i o n e d  in G r i e r s o n  ( 1 9 0 6 ^  2 3 4 ) ) ,  w h o  t r a n s l a t e d  K a l h a n a ’s 

R a j t a r a n g n i  g i \ e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a c c o u n t  a b o u t  D a rd s :

“ T h e i r  s e a t  ( th e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  D a r d i s t a n )  w h i c h  d o e s  n o t  s e e m  to  h a v e  

c h a n g e d  s i n c e  t h e  t i m e  o f  H e r o d o t u s  e x t e n d  f r o m  C h i t r a l  a n d  Y a s i n  a c r o s s  

t h e  In d u s  r e g i o n s  o f  G i lg i t ,  C h i l a s  a n d  B u n j i  to  t h e  K i s h a n g a n g a  \ a l l c y  in 

t h e  i m m e d i a t e  n o r th  o f  K a s h m i r .  T h e  t r i b e s  i n h a b i t i n g  t h e  v a l l e y  a re  

m e n t i o n e d  in t h e  c h r o n i c l e s  a s  D a r d a s  o r  D a r a d s . "

K a l h a n a ' s  h i s to r i c a l  d e s c r i p t i o n s  i m p l y  t h a t  K a r a k o r u m  is t h e  n u c l e u s  o f  

D a r d  s e t t l e m e n t s  s i n c e  a n c i e n t  p e r io d .  T r a \ e !  d a i r i e s  a n d  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  

G . W . L e i t n e r  s u p p o r t  th e  n o t i o n  a b o u t  D a r d i s t a n  a n d  D a r d s  a s  d o c u m e n t e d  
ea r l ie r .

G r i e r s o n ( i b i d )  b e l i e v e s  that :

' \ . . . . t h e  w h o l e  o f  D a r d i s t a n  w a s  o n c e  i n h a b i t e d  b y  t h e  a n c e s t o r s  o f  the  

p r e s e n t  o w n e r s  o f  H u n z a  a n d  N a g a r ^ t  is n o t  i m p o s s i b l e  tha t  t h e y  w e r e  

i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  th e  “ N a g a s " ,  w h o , a c c o r d i n g  to  K a s h m i r i  m y t h o l o g y ,  w e r e  

t h e  a b o r i g i n a l  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  h a p p y  v a l l e y  b e f o r e  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f

P i s a c h a s ,  a n d  a f t e r  w h o  e v e r y  m o u n t a i n  s p r i n g  in K a s h m i r  is  n a m e d ......... "

M o c k  h a s  q u o t e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e f e r e n c e  f r o m  t h e  w r i t i n g s  o f  S t e i n  to  

a s c e r t a i n  t h e  r e g i o n  a n d  r a c e  o f  D a r d i s t a n . ' T h e i r  [ D a r a d a s  o r  D a r d s ]  s e a t s ,  

w h i c h  d o  n o t  s e e m  to  h a v e  c h a n g c d  s i n c e  t h e  t i m e  o f  H e r o d o t u s ,  e x t e n d  

f r o m  G i lg i t ,  C i l a s ,  B u n j i  t o  t h e  K i s h a n g a n g a  v a l l e y  in  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  n o r t h  

o f  K a s h m i r .  T h e  t r i b e s  i n h a b i t i n g  t h e  l a t e r  \ a l l e v  a r c  m e a n t  in  m o s t  

p a s s a g e s  in w h i c h  th e  c h r o n i c l e  m e n t i o n s  t h e  D a r a d a s  o r  D a r a d s "  

( 2 0 1 0 : 3 ) .  O n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  v a r i o u s  h i s t o r i c a l  a c c o u n t s  K a l h a n a  e s t a b l i s h e s  

t h a t  t h e  r a c e s  a n d  t r i b e s  i n h a b i t e d  in t h e  K a r a k o r u m  r e g i o n  a n d  N o r t h  W e s t  

o f  K a s h m i r  a r e  D a r d s .  It is  n o t e w o r t h y  to  m e n t i o n  h e r e  t h a t  t h e  t e n n  

“ D a r d ”  is f o u n d  in  t h e  c o l l o q u i a l  f o r m  o f  K a s h m i r i  s p e e c h  to  r e f e r  to  th e  

t r i b e s  a n d  r a c e s  h a i l i n g  f r o m  v a r i o u s  a r e a s  o f  K a r a k o r a m  r e g io n .
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h e  te rm  D a r d ic  lias t a k e n  s t r o n g  b a s i s  in th e  l i t e r a tu re  th a t  h a s  a p p e a r e d  

d u r in g  2()''’ c e n t u r y  on  th i s  s u b je c t .  F r e d e r i c  D r e w  , M i r  Izze t  U l la h ,  H. H 

W i l s o n  h a v e  m a d e  m e n t i o n  in th e i r  w r i t i n g s '  a b o u t  D a r d s  a n d  D a r d i s t a n .  

G.  W .  L e i tn e r  e s t a b l i s h e d  the  hnlT b e t w e e n  the  p a s t  a n d  p r e s e n t  v i e w s  o f  

D a r d s  a n d  D a r d i s t a n  to  e s t a b l i s h  the  e l h n o g h r a p h i c  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  i d e n t i ty  o f  

th e  r e g io n .  A c c o r d i n g  to L e i t h n e r  a s  q u o t e d  b y  M o c k ,  “ D a r d i s t a n  o r  the  

D a r a d a s  o f  H i n d u  M y t h o l o g y ,  e m b r a c e s ,  in th e  n a r r o w e s t  s e n s e  o f  th e  

t e r m ,  th e  S h i n a  s p e a k i n g  c o u n t r i e s  (G i lg i t  e tc ) ;  in th e  w i d e r  s e n s e ;  H u n z a ,  

N a g a r ,  Y a s i n  a n d  C h i t r a l :  a n d  in th e  w id e s t ,  a l s o  p a r t s  o f  K a f i r i s t a n '  

( 2 0 1 0 :4 ) .

L e i t n e r  a l t h o u g h  t r ied  to  e s t a b l i s h  th e  e t h n o g r a p h i c ,  g e o g r a p h i c  a n d  

p o l i t i c a l  i d e n t i ty  o f  D a r d i s t a n ,  b u t  it h a s  b e c o m e  th e  b a s i s  o f  c l a s s i f y i n g  

m o s t  o f  th e  l a n g u a g e s  s p o k e n  in th e  g e o g r a p h i c a l  t e r r a in  in  a  s in g le  

g e n e o l o g i c a l  g r o u p .  G  A  G r i e r s o n  t o o k  t h e  le ad  in th i s  p e r s p e c t iv e .  

G r i e r s o n  ( 1 9 0 6 )  c o n c e i v e d  t h e  t h e o r y  th a t  D a r d i c  s h o u l d  f o r m  a  s e p a r a t e  

l i n g u i s t i c  g r o u p  in  lndo -h*an ian  s u b f a m i l y  o f  I n d o - E u r o p e a n  f a m i l y  o f  

l a n a u a a e s  w i t h  i ts  l i n g u i s t i c  s im i l a r i t i e s  a n d  d i s s i m i l a r i t i e s  w i t h  b o t h  In d o -  

A r y a n  a n d  I r a n ia n  l a n g u a g e s .

In t h e  l a r g e r  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  o f  l a n g u a g e s  c l a s s i f i e d  in  th e  D a r d i c  g r o u p ,  

K a s h m i r i  l a n g u a g e  c o m p r i s e s  th e  m a j o r i t y  l a n g u a g e  w i t h  its r i c h  a n d  

d o c u m e n t e d  l i t e r a ry  a n d  c u l tu r a l  I c g a c y  in  c o m p a r i s o n  to  o t h e r  l a n g u a g e s  

l ik e  S h in a ,  K o h i s t a n i .  K a t i ,  N a r a s t i .  C h i t r a r i  e tc .  K a s h m i r i  s p e a k i n g  r e g i o n  

a l s o  o c c u p i e s  th e  t r a n s i t i o n a l  l i n g u i s t i c  s p a c e  b e t w e e n  i n d o - A r y a n  

l a n g u a g e  b e l t  a n d  o t h e r  D a r d i c  l a n g u a g e s .  T h e s e  f a c to r s  h a v e  b e c o m e  

p iv o ta l  f o r  m a k i n g  D a r d i c  l i n g u i s t i c  i n q u i r y  a s  K a s h m i r i - c e n t r i c .  G r i e r s o n  

h a s  b e e n  c o n f i d e n t  in  c l a s s i f y i n g  K a s h m i r i  a m o n g  th e  l a n g u a g e s  o f  D a r d  

s u b - g r o u p  o f  D a r d i c  g r o u p  s i m i l a r  to  S h i n a  a n d  K o h i s t a n i .  H e  h o l d s  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  o p i n i o n  a b o u t  t h e  l i n g u i s t i c  a f f in i t y  o f  K a s h m i r i  l a n g u a g e :

“ K a s h m i r i  is a m i x e d  l a n g u a g e ,  h a v i n g  a s  i ts  b a s i s  a  l a n g u a g e  o f  th e  D a r d  

g r o u p  o f  t h e  P i s a c h a  f a m i l y  a l l i e d  t o  S h in a .  It h a s  b e e n  p o w e r f u l l y  

i n f l u e n c e d  b y  t h e  I n d ia n  c u l t u r e  a n d  l i t e ra tu re .  A n d  th e  g r e a t  p a r t  o f  its 

v o c a b u l a r y  is  n o w  o f  I n d i a n  o r i g i n  a n d  is a l l i e d  to  th a t  o f  t h e  S a n s k r i t i c
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I n d o - A r y a n  l a n g u a g e s  o f  th e  n o r t h e r n  h id ia .  A s , h o w e v e r ,  i t ' s  b a s i s , ------ in

o t h e r  w o r d s ,  i t ’s p h o n e t i c  s y s t e m ,  i t ' s  a c c i d e n c e ,  i t ' s  s y n t a x ,  i t ’s 

p r o s o d y , . . . . i s  p i s a c h a ,  it m u s t  b e  c l a s s e d  as  s u c h ,  a n d  n o t  a s  a S a n s k r i t i c  

f o r m  o f  s p e e c h ”  ( 1 9 1 9 :  2 3 4 ) .

t  < Vr i * ' I ’ I «>11* 5  i** ♦ l i »* 11 * H ' "  > ~ l  » • • i l i * ’ i* * u  « vf I  * k i • U*  1 l u  * i kv**

l i  •! r>.>r»1ic f i t f l  f i - A  11

\y K . ^ i f l a  T > . i i  cl i i t c r i

V  V\

1

11 14*1 <a .« .«! I>. l  l i  O t r l  I I I  . t i l  i  * ' t

S . K . C h a t t e r j i  s u p p o r t s  th is  v i e w  a s  f o l l o w s :

“ A s  a  l a n g u a g e .  K a s h m i r i ,  a t  l e a s t  in i t ' s  b a s i c  s t r a t u m  b e l o n g s  t o  t h e  

D a r d i c  s e c t i o n  o f  A r y a n  o r  h i d o - l r a n i a n .  P o s s i b l y ,  o n e  s e c t i o n  o f  the  

A r y a n s  w h o  c a m e  to  I n d i a  b e f o r e  1 0 0 0  B C  a n d  w h o  s p o k e  d i a l e c t s  \ e r y  

m u c h  l ik e  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  R i g - V e d a  b u t  w i t h  c e r t a i n  s p e c i a l  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s (  w h i c h  i a t e r  g a \ c  r i s e  to  t h e  D a r d i c  b r a n c h  o f  A r y a n )  

b e c a m e  e s t a b l i s h e d  in  t h e  v a l l e y  o f  K a s h m i r ,  a n d  in t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  

m o u n t a i n o u s  t r a c t s ;  a n d  v e r y  e a r l y  , p o s s i b l y  f r o m  a f t e r  t h e  V e d i c  ag o ,  

B r a h m a n i c a l  A r y a n s  w i t h  t h e i r  I n d o - A r y a n  “ s p o k e n "  S a n s k r i t  ( a n d  

s u b s e q u e n t l y  w i t h  t h e  p r a k r i t s )  c a m e  a n d  s e t t l e d  in  K a s h m i r  a n d  o t h e r  

H i m a l a y a n  a r e a s .  In  th i s  w a y ,  K a s h m i r i ,  in s p i t e  o f  a  D a r d i c  s u b s t r a t u m  in 

i t ’s p e o p l e  a n d  in  i t ’s  s p e e c h ,  b e c a m e  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  S a n s k r i t i c  c u l t u r e - w o r l d  

o f  In d ia .  T h e  I n d o - A r y a n  P r a k r i t s  a n d  A p a b h r a m s a  f r o m  t h e  M i d l a n d  a n d  

f r o m  N o r t h e r n  P u n j a b  p r o f o u n d l y  m o d i f i e d  t h e  D a r d i c  b a s e s  o f  K a s h m i r i ,
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SO tlial o n e  m ig h t  s a y  tha t  the  K a s h m i r i  l a n g u a g e  is a rcsiiU o f  a v e r y  la rge  

o \  e r - l a y in g  o f  a D a r d ic  b a s e  w i th  i n d o - A r y a n  e l e m e n t s "  ( 1 9 6 2 :2 2 1 ) .

Griersi>n h a s  b a s e d  his  o b s e r v a t i o n s  on  the  f o l l o w i n g  l in g u is t i c  fea tu res .  

T h e s e  t e a tu re s  a re  la rg e ly  a b s e n t  in m o s t  o f  th e  I n d o - A r y a n  l a n g u a g e .  

K a c h r u  ( 1 9 6 9 : 2 8 6 - 7 )  has  e n i n n e r a t e s  t h e s e  f e a tu r e s  as  under :

i. L ack  o f  \ o i c e d  a s p i r a t e s  in  K a s h m i r i ,  w h i c h  o t h e f w i s e  h a s  the

in h e re n t  ro le  in o lh e  I n d o - A r y a n  l a n g u a g e s ,  e .g.  [bh  

nh
dh

I I .

III.

i \ . 

\ .

\ ' i .

« $

vn .
% » « 

v in .

ix.
X.

XI .

♦  ̂

xn

C o n f u s i o n  b e t w e e n  c e r e b r a l  a n d  d e n ta l  le t te rs

C o n s o n a n t a l  e p e n th e s i s .  i .e. ,  t h e  c h a n g e  in a c o n s o n a n t  u n d e r

the  i n f lu e n c e  o f  th e  \ o w e l  o r  sem i* \  o \ \  eI.

A s p i r a t i o n  i>f s to p s  in fm a l  p o s i t io n .

N o  v o w e l  c h a n g e  o r  g e r m i n a t i o n  o f  P ra k r i t  b o i r o w i n g  in 
K a s h m i r i .

In the  e n v i r o n m e n t  \ ' + V .  t is n o t  d r o p p e d ,  

n) is “ l iab le  to  i l l i s ion" .  

a] as  an  i n d e f in i t e  m a r k e r ,  

r] p r e c e d i n g  a n o t h e r  c o n s o n a n t  is no t  d r o p p e d .

T h e  p r e s e n c e  o t  l a rg e  n u m b e r  o f  p o s t - p o s i l i o n  in K a s h m i r i  

w h i c h  a re  p e c u l i a r  to  P i sa c h a .

ie  n u m e r a l  s > s t e m  is ty p ica l  o f  P isa :ch a .

U n l i k e  o t h e r  h i d o - A r y a n  la imuaizes ,  s o m e  D a r d i c aniiuaces
i n c l u d i n g

K a s h m i r i  e x h ib i t  a t h r e e - w a y  c o n t r a s t  o f  the  d e m o n s t r a t i v e  
p r o n o u n s .

F o r  e x a m p l e  K a s h m i r i  'yi/  " t h i s " ,  / h u /  “ th a t  w i t h i n  s i g h t "  a n d  / s u /  
tha t  o u t

o f  s ig h t" .  A l l  the.se f o r m s  t a k e  i n f l e c t i o n s  fo r  n u m b e r ,  g e n d e r  a n d
case.

Xlll

xi\

A  th re e  fo ld  p as t  t e n s e  in K a s h m i r i  

e .g .  kh>on ' t o  e a t ' ( s t e m  \ e r b )

K I t o v  k h e y o : v  k h e y e y o : v

Pov  par>o:v p a r e : y o : \

Pas t  I m m e d i a t e  P as t  R e m o t e  Pas t  

D i f f e r e n t  w o r d  o r d e r s ,  e .g.  K a s h m i r i  f o l l o w s  S V O ,  e .g
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m e  k a r  k 3 :m .

I d i d  w o r k

S V o
I d i d  ( m y )  w o r k .

In its c o n t r a s t  to  H i n d i / U r d u  e tc .

m e : n e  k a : m  k iy a :

I w o r k  d id  

S O  V  

I d i d  ( m y )  w o r k .

T h e  l i n g u i s t i c  a f f i n i t y  o f  K a s h m i r i  p r o p o s e d  b y  G r i e r s o n  ( 1 9 1 9 )  m a y  b e  

f u r t h e r  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  l i n g u i s t i c  f e a t u r e s  w h i c h  o c c u r  in 

K a s h m i r i  l a n g u a g e  a n d  a re  l i k e ly  a b s e n t  in  m o s t  o f  t h e  I n d o - A r y a n  

l a n g u a g e s .
i. O c c u r r e n c e  o f  c e n t r a l  v o w e l s  l ike :  h i g h - c e n t r a l  s h o r t  / i /  in 

K a s h m i r i

F o r  e x a m p l e  [ ts i ]  " y o u ”

ii. O c c u r r e n c e  o f  h i g h - c e n t r a l  l o n g ' i :  in  K a s h m i r i

F o r  e x a m p l e  [ t i ;r]  " c o l d "

iii. O c c u r r e n c e  o f  M i d - c e n t r a l  s h o r t / e /  in  K a s h m i r i

F o r  e x a m p l e  t s s r  " s p a r r o w "

iv. O c c u r r e n c e  o f  M i d  c e n t r a l  l o n g  / e : /  in  K a s h m i r

F o r  e x a m p l e  t s ^ : r  " s e l e c t i o n ”

V. O c c u r r e n c e  o f  m i d - b a c k  s h o r t  / o /  in  K a s h m i r i

F o r  e x a m p l e  h o T  " t h r o a t "

v i .  H e a v y  p a l a t a l i z a t i o n .

A c c o r d i n g  to  G r i e r s o n ' s  v ie w  K a s h m i r i  h a s  c l o s e  l i n g u i s t i c  p r o x i m i t y  W'ith 

S h i n a  a n d  K o h i s t a n i .  T h e s e  three l a n g u a g e s  a n d  their d i a l e c t s  f o m i  the  

D a r d  g r o u p  o f  D a r d i c  l a n g u a g e s .  D u r i n g  la s t  f e w  d e c a d e s ;  d i f f e r e n t  

c o m p a r a t i v e  s t u d i e s  o f  K a s h m i r i  a n d  S h i n a  h a v e  b e e n  in i t i a t e d .  K o u l  

( 2 0 0 0 - 2 0 0 1 )  h a s  d o c u m e n t e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  v i e w  o n  th i s  s u b j e c t :

“ S c h m i d t  ( 1 9 8 1 )  a n d  K o u l  a n d  S c h m i d t  ( 1 9 8 4 )  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  

w o r k  o n  K a s h m i r i ,  S h i n a  a n d  t h e i r  d i a l e c t s .  T h e i r  a n a l y s i s  is  b a s e d  o n  t h e
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c o m p a r i s o n  o f  p h o n o l o g y ,  in o r j ih o lo g y .  sy n tax  a n d  v o c a b u l a r y  co u n t ,  

w h i c h  p r c \  ious  s c h o la r s  h a \ o  u s e d  to d e f in e  the  so c a l l e d  D ard  g roup .  

T h e i r  f in d in g s  c o n l l r n i  tha t  IxMh S h in a  a n d  K a s h m i r i  p o s s e s s  p h o n o lo g ic a l  

a n d  m o r p h o l o g i c a l  fea tu re s  that  c h a r a c t e r i z e  the  so  ca l led  D ard  g roup ,  

(i .e.;  in d o  A r y a n  l a n g u a g e s  o l ‘ the  D a r d  a rea ) ,  th o u g h  th e re  a re  cer ta in  

d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  the  tw o .  S h in a ,  for  e x a m p l e ,  has  d e v e l o p e d  a to n e  

s y s t e m  a n d  has  p r e s e r \  ed  a  th ree  w'ay c o n t r a s t  a m o n g  s ib i lan ts .  K a s h n u r i ,  

in c o n t ra s t ,  ha s  d e v e l o p e d  a s y s t e m  o f  p a la t a l i z e d  c o n s o n a n t s .  T h e  m o s t  

s t r ik in g  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  a c c o r d in g  to  th e se  a u th o r s ,  is th e  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  a v e rb  

s e c o n d  w o r d  oi 'der.  w^hich is p e c u l i a r  o n ly  to  K a s h m i r i  a n d  i t ' s  d ia lec t  

K i s h t a w a r i " .

A h m a d  a n d  D h a r  (2 0 0 9 )  h a v e  u n f o ld e d  the  f o l l o w in g  l ingu is t ic  s im i la r i t i e s  

o f  K a s h m i r i  \  i sa - \  is S h in a  lan g u ag e .

I .P a la ta l i z a t io n ,  as  a p h e n o m e n o n ,  is p re se n t  in S h in a  as  w e l l  a s  in 

K a s h m ir i .  (T h i s  p h e n o m e n o n  h a s  a l so  b e e n  r c p o H c d  b y  Peri  B h a s k a r r o a  

a n d  C a r l a  R e d l o f f  h a \ e  a l so  id e n t i l l ed  p ia ta l i z a t io n  in sh in a  s p o k e n  in 

G u rc z .  )

2 .S h in a  as  w e l l  as  K a s h m i r i  a rc  p o s tp o s i t i o n a l  l a n g u a g e s ,  p o s tp o s i t i o n s  

u s e d  a re  a l s o  s l ig h t ly  s im i l a r  p a r t i c u la r ly  the  a g e n l i \  e p o s tp o s i t i o n s  ei a n d  

si ' b y " .  T h e  p o s tp o s i t i o n  p a to n  ' a f t c r ' b e h i n d ’ is a l m o s t  s y n c h r o n o u s  w i th  

K a s h m i r i  e q u i \  a len t  pati.

3 . B o th  sh in a  a n d  K a s h m i r i  h a v e  in t r a n s i t iv e  v e rb s  e.g.

S h in a

1.0 m u :v o :  

he  ( n o m )  d ied .

T ie died '

K a s h m i r i

su  m u : d  

h e  ( n o m )  died.

'H o  d i e d '

4 .  It is i n t e r e s t in g  to  h e a r  c e r ta in  S h i n a  s p e a k e r s  u s e  t h e  p r o n o u n  / s u /  T ie '  

a g a in s t  / t,o /-  the  ac tu a l  S h i n a  p r o n o u n  fo r  1 i e ' .

5. In p r o n o m i n a l  s y s t e m ,  S h i n a  o f  G u r e z  h a s  m u c h  r e s e r n b la n c e  w i th  

K a s h m i r i  e .g .  th e  w o r d  fo r  1st p e r s o n  g e n i t iv e  in S h in a  is m i o  ' m y '  w h i c h  

is s i m i l a r  to  the  o n e  in K a s h m i r i ,  i.e. ni>o:n w h i c h  is s h o w n  b y  G r i e r s o n  as
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m y o n  -  a g a i n  t h e  u s e  o f  ‘y '  a f t e r  c o n s o n a n t  a t  t h e  o n s e t  w h i c h  in m o d e m  

K a s h m i r i  is s h o w n  b y  P a la t a l i z a t io n  o f  the  c o n s o n a n t .

6. K a s h m i r i  has  a  S V O  w o r d  o r d e r  w h i c h ,  h o w e v e r ,  is n o t  t h e  c a s e  w i th  

S h i n a  w h i c h  is S O V  l a n g u a g e .  It s h a r e s  th is  f e a tu r e s  w i t h  a  h i th e r to  

u n k n o w n  l a n g u a g e / d i a l e c t  K a s h  s p o k e n  in D o d a  v i l l a g e  o f  J a m m u  a n d  

K a s h m i r i  s ta te .

7.  In K a s h m i r i ,  th i rd  p e r s o n  p r o n o u n s  e x h i b i t  a t h r e e - t e r m  d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  

t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  in s p e e c h  a c t s  n a m e l y  p r o x i m a t e ,  r e m o t e  I ( w i t h i n  s ig h t )  

a n d  R e m o t e  2 ( o u t  o f  s igh t ) .

S h i n a  too  h a s  th is  f e a tu r e  p re s e n t .  It is s h o w n  l ike  this .

K a s h m i r i  S h i n a  G l o s s

yi  a n o : h / a n i : h  th is

h u  ^ o : / s u  th a t  ( w i t h i n  s ig h t )

su  p e r a : s u l o  th a t  (o u t  o f  s ig h t )

/ s u / -  u s e d  in K a s h m i r i  f o r  R e m o t e  1 is a l s o  u s e d  in G u r e z i  S h i n a  f o r  3 

P . s g  p r o n o u n  ( w i th in  s igh t ) .

Kashmir Language: Indo-Aryan Perspective
G o c r g e  M o r g c n s t i c m e  o n  the  b a s i s  o f  h i s  s t u d y  r e \ i s e d  G r i e r s o n ' s  

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  H e  m a d e  th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  K a t l r  a n d  D a r d i c  g r o u p .  

H e  m o v e d  K a la s h a ,  P a s h a i ,  a n d  G a w a r B a t i  to  the  D a r d i c  g r o u p .  A c c o r d i n g  

to  h i m  D a r d ic  is, " s i m p l y  a  c o n \  c n i c n t  t e r m  to  d e n o t e  a  b u n d l e  o f  a b e r r a n t  

I n d o - A r y a n  hi l l  l a n g u a g e s "  w h i c h  “ c o n t a i n  a b s o l u t e l y  n o  f e a tu r e s  w h i c h  

c a n  n o t  b e  d e r i v e d  f ro m  o ld  l A "  ( M o r g e n s t i e m e ,  1961:  139).

M o r g e n s t i e m e  d o e s  n o t  c o n s i d e r  D a r d i c  a s  a  l i n g u i s t i c  g r o u p  a s  h e  s t a te s ,  

‘T h e r e  is n o t  a  s i n g l e  c o m m o n  f e a tu r e  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  D a r d i c  , a s  a w h o l e ,  

f r o m  th e  res t  o f  t h e  l A  l a n g u a g e s "  ( ib id :  138).

T o s h k h a n i  ( 1 9 7 7 )  s t a t e s  t h a t  K a s h m i r  w a s  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  V c d i c  A r y a n  w o r l d  

a t  lea s t  in  t h e  g e o g r a p h i c a l  s e n s e .  L i n g u i s t i c a l l y  t h e  l e x i c a l  a n d  t h e  

p h o n e t i c  e l e m e n t s  o f  K a s h m i r i  c a n  b e  d i r e c t l y  t r a c e d  to  V e d i c  s o u r c e .

T h e  h y p o t h e s i s  to  t r a c e  th e  V e d i c  o r i g i n  o f  K a s h m i r i  is  b a s e d  o n  l a r g e  

n u m b e r  o f  l i n g u i s t i c  e v i d e n c e s  a  f e w  a m o n g  w h i c h  a r e  m e n t i o n e d  be low ':

1. ' y o d v a y ’- “ i f ’ o c c u r s  in K a s h m i r i  h a s  r o o t s  in V e d i c  f o r m  Y a d u v a y  

w h i c h  is s i m i l a r  to  y e d i  o f  s a n s k r i t  a n d  H in d i .

Kashmiri  Language: Indo Aryan vis- a vis Dardic  P e r s p e c t iv e

83



iiiterdisciplin<iry jourjial of Linguistics (I)L Vol.5 )

2 . basti  ‘‘sk in "  c o r r c s p o n d o n c c  to  bast i  “ g o a t "  or  bas t i j i iv '  g o a t s k in "  o f  

V cd ic  form.

3. syun  " c o o k c d  v e g e ta b le "  u sed  in Kasi imir i  c o r r e s p o n d s  to  V e d ic  fo rm  

sin.

4. son  o r  s ron  “d e e p ” used  in K ashm ir i  c o r r e s p o n d s  to  V ed ic  san.

5. laclia " lo  scratcli '" u sed  in K a sh m ir i  c o r r e s p o n d s  to  V c d ic  tash.

6 . K ash m ir i  co n ta in s  s c \ e r a l  V e d ic  w o r d s  w h ic h  ha \  e Pal i  o r  Praki t  o r ig in .  

F o r  ex am p le :

\ ' e d i c  Pali K ash m ir i  G lo ss

a tye t i  achhe t i  a-ciin *to e n te r '

p ra s ta \  p a th a ro  pothin* 'O n  the  g ro u n d

7. R e ten t io n  o f  the  or ig ina l  r in K ash m ir i  p r i t sh  (Skt.  p r i c h c h a  = to  ask )  

and  p ran g  (Skt.  p a ry a n k  -  b ed )  are  o th e r  n o ta b le  e x a m p le s ,  th is  t e n d e n c y  

( in  K a s h m i r i )  to preserv e or ig ina l  p h o n e t i c  e lem en ts .

8 . T h e  w o r d  to m u l  “c o o k c d  r ic e "  has  r e t a in e d  initial  ta-  o f  sansk r i t  

t a n d u la m  w h ic h  c o r r e s p o n d s  to cha -  in o th e r  m o d e r n  In d o -A ry a n  

languages .

9. K a sh m ir i  s h o w s  cc r ta in  syn tac t ic  s im i la r i t ie s  w i th  S a n sk r i t  p a r t icu la r ly  

fo r  ne t ia t i \  e sen tences .

E x am p le s :

K ash m ir i ati

the re

m a

ncLi

p a r

read

Sanskr i t

“ D o  not  read  th e re"

atri

t lierc

m a h a

n e e

p a rh a

read

“ D o  not  read  th e r e "

A c c o r d i n g  to T o s h k a n i  (1 9 7 7 )  K a s h m i r i  l a n g u a g e  s h o w s  p h o n e t i c  fea tu re  

tha t  can  be d i a c h r o n ic a l ly  s n n i l a r  to  tha t  o f  o ld  In d o -A ry a n .  H e  s ta tes ,  

“ P h o n e t i c  a s p e c t s  o f  how K a s h m ir i  re ta ins  s o m e  o f  th e  m o s t  a r c h a ic  w o r d  

fo rm s  tha t  c a n  be  t r a c e d  o n l y  to  th e  O ld  I n d o - A r y a n  s p e e c h  h a \ ' c  b e e n  

a n a l y z e d  at s o m e  leng th  b y  S i d d h e s h w a r  V e r m a .  C i t in g  w o r d  a f t e r  w o rd ,  

V e r m a  p r o \ i d e s  e v i d e n c e  on  how' K a s h m i r i  s h o w s  c o n ta c t  w i th  o ld e r
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l a y e r s  o f  I n d o - A r y a n  v o c a b u l a r y .  T h e  K a s h m i r i  w o r d  K ra i  ( p o t t e r )  d e r i v e d  

f r o m  th e  V e d i c  S a n s k r i t  K u la l  is  o n e  o f  s u c h  w o r d s  w h i c h  lie h a s  

e x a m i n e d  in  d e ta i l ,  t a k i n g  h e l p  o f  T u r n e r ' s  N e p a l i  d i c t i o n a r y .  W h i l e  a(! 

o t h e r  m o d e m  I n d o -  A r y a n  l a n g u a g e s ,  e x c e p t  N e p a l i  a n d  S i n h a l e s e ,  h a \ e  

f o r  it w o r d s  d e r i v e d  f r o m  th e  S a n s k r i t  k u m b h a k a r ,  K a s h m i r i  a l o n e  

p r e s e r v e s  r e m n a n t s  o f  th e  r e l a t i v e l y  o l d e r  k u l a l ,  w h i c h  a p p e a r s  fo r  t h e  t l r s t  

t i m e  in  t h e  V e d a s " .

K ashm iri  Language; Indo A ryan  vis- a vis  Dardic  P e r s p e c t i v e

M o c k  h a s  m a d e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  o b s e r v a t i o n s  in th i s  c o n t e x t  

“ T h i s  c i a s s i f i c a t i o n [  I n d o - A r y a n  b a s e  o f  K a s h m i r i  L a n g u a g e ]  is a c c e p t e d  

b y  s c h o l a r s  t o d a y ,  w h o s e  f u r t h e r  f ie ld  w o r k  h a s  s u p p o r t e d  a n d  r e t l n e d  

M o r g e n s t i e m e ' s  v i e w  ( F u s s m a n  1 9 7 2 ,  S t r a n d  1 9 7 3 ,  E d l e m a n  1983 ,  

S c h m i d t  a n d  K o u l  1 9 8 3 ,  K o u l  a n d  S c h m i d t  1 9 8 4 ) ”  ( 2 0 1 0 : 5 ) .

C o n c l u s i o n
D a r d i c  z o n e  ( t h e  a u t h o r  is c o n \  e n i e n t  w i t h  t h e  t e r m  D a r d i c )  is a  f e r t i l e  a r e a  

f o r  l i n g u i s t i c  r e s e a r c h .  M o s t  o f  t h e  l a n g u a g e s  o f  t h i s  r e g i o n  h a v e  r e m a i n e d  

u n e x p l o r e d  o r  p a r t i a l l y  e x p l o r e d .  T h e  l i n g u i s t i c  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  m o s t  o f  

t h e  l a n g u a g e s / d i a l e c t s  o f  th e  r e g i o n  s o  fa r  s e e m s  to  b e  c o n t r a d i c t o r y .  T h e  

f o c u s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  p a p e r  b e i n g  K a s h m i r i  \  i s - a - \  is I n d o - A r y a n  a n d  D a r d i c  

c o n t e x t s  a n d  it is  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  SVC) w o r d  o r d e r  o f  K a s h m i r i  is  t h e  u n i q u e  

f e a t u r e  t h a t  s e p a r a t e s  it f r o m  I n d o - A r y a n  l a n g u a g e s  l ik e  H in d i /  

U r d u / P u n j a b i  e t c  a n d  D a r d  l a n g u a g e s  l ik e  S h i n a / K o h i s t a n i  e tc .  T h e s e  

l a n g u a g e s  s h a r e  S O V  w o r d  o r d e r  fo r  t h e  s i m p l e  d e c l a r a t i v e  s e n t e n c e s .  

K a s h m i r i  l a n g u a g e  a l s o  s h o w s  u n i q u e  p h o n o l o g i c a l  t r a i t s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  

v o w e l  i n v e n t o r i e s  a n d  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  m a t r a  \ o w e l s  w h i c h  a re  a b s e n t  in  

S h i n a / K o h i s t a n i  a n d  a m o n g  I n d o - A r y a n  l a n g u a g e s .  It is s a f e r  t o  s a y  h e r e  

t h a t  r e v i s i t i n g  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  o f  L i n g u i s t i c  S u r v e y  o f  t h e  K a r o k a r a m  

r e g i o n  i n c l u d i n g  K a s h m i r i  is  a n  i n d i s p e n s i b l e  n e e d .  T h e  f r e s h  a p p r o a c h  

w i t h  m o d e m  l i n g u i s t i c  t o o l s  a n d  c o m p a r a t i v e  m e t h o d s  i n c l u d i n g  i n t e n s i v e  

f i e l d  w o r k  is o f  i m m e n s e  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  d i s c o v e r  m a n y  i n t e r e s t i n g  

l i n g u i s t i c  f a c t s  w h i c h  m a y  r e s u l t  in  a  f a s c i n a t i n g  l i n g u i s t i c  m a p  o f  t h i s  p a r t  

o f  S o u t h  A s ia .
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