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T a n v e e r  A h m a d

L a n g u a g e  is  n o t  t h e  n e u t r a l  t o o l  o f  a n  h o n e s t  d e s i r e  to  t e l l  t h e  t r u th  h u t  a n  

i n s t r u m e n t a l  t o o l  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i n g  h i s t o f y  a m i  i n v e n t i n g  r e a l i t ie s ,
E d m o n d o  O ' G o r m a n

K a s h m i r i  is  t h e  n a t i v e  l a n g u a g e  o f  K a s h m i r  p r o v i n c e  o f  t h e  s t a t e  o f  J a m m u  

a n d  K a s h m i r  S t a t e  in  In d ia .  T h e  2 0 0 1  c e n s u s  p u l s  i ts  s p e a k e r s  a t  

5 ,3 6 2 ,3 4 9 .  B e s i d e s  K a s h m i r  v a l l e y ,  it is s p o k e n  in  m a n y  r e g i o n s  o f  J a m m u  

p r o v i n c e  a n d  D r a s  in  th e  L a d a k h  p r o v i n c e  o f  J a m m u  a n d  K a s h m i r .

S h i n a  is  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  S h i n s  w h o  in h a b i t  p r i m a r i l y  t h e  G u r e z  a n d  T i l e l  

v a l l e y s  o f  K a s h m i r  p r o v i n c e  a n d  D r a s  in th e  L a d a k h  p ro v  i n c e  o t  h i d i a n  

s t a t e  o f  J a m m u  a n d  K a s h m i r .  T h e  n u m b e r  o f  S h i n a  s p e a k e r s  in  t h e  2 0 0 1  

c e n s u s  is  3 4 3 9 0 .  H o w e v e r ,  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  s p e a k e r s  o f  t h i s  l a n g u a g e  a r e  

f o u n d  in  P a k i s t a n  A d m i n i s t e r e d  K a s h m i r .

S h i n a  l a n g u a g e s  o f  t h e  D a r d  g r o u p  a r e  s p o k e n  in  G i l g i t ,  G u r e z ,  C h i l a s ,  

K a r g i l ,  D r a s ,  S w a t  K o h i s t a n  a n d  t h e  I n d u s  v a l l e y .  It h a s  s ix  d i a l e c t s  

n a m e l y  G i lg i t i ,  A s to r i ,  C h i l a s i ,  G u r e z i ,  B r o k p a .  W h i l e  G i lg i t i ,  A s to r i  a n d  

C h i l a s i  d i a l e c t s  a r e  s p o k e n  in  P a k i s t a n - a d m i n i s t e r e d -  K a s h m i r .  G u r e z i ,  

B r o k p a  a n d  B r o k s k a t  a r e  s p o k e n  in  J a m m u  a n d  K a s h m i r "  ( K u m a r .  

1 9 9 2 :4 3 8 6 ) .
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In  I n d i a n  s t a t e  o f  J a m m u  a n d  K a s h m i r ,  G u r e z  h a s  t h e  h i g h e s t  n u m b e r  o t  

S h i n a  s p e a k e r s .  R a d l o f f  ( 1 9 9 2 :  9 3 )  p u t s  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  s p e a k e r s  o f  S h i n a  to  

a r o u n d  0 .5  m i l l i o n  o u t  o f  w h i c h  s o m e  2 0 0 0 0  S h i n s  a r e  l i v i n g  in  J a m m u  

a n d  K a s h m i r .  S c h m i d t  a n d  K o h i s t a n i  ( 1 9 9 8 :  1 0 7 - 1 0 8 )  e s t i m a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  

a r e  a b o u t  3 m i l l i o n  s p e a k e r s  o f  t h i s  l a n g u a g e  w o r l d w i d e .

K a s h m i r i  a n d  S h i n a  h a v e  b o t h  b e e n  c l a s s i f i e d  b y  G r i e r s o n  ( 1 9 1 9 )  as  

b e l o n g i n g  to  t h e  D a r d  s u b - g r o u p  o f  t h e  ' D a r d i c '  l a n g u a g e s .  T u r n e r  ( 1 9 2 7 :  

5 3 3 ) ,  w h i l e  c o m p a r i n g  S h i n a  w i t h  i t s  n e i g h b o u r i n g  l a n g u a g e s  r e p o r t s  th a t ;
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I n t e r c i i s r ip l in j i - y  |ounial rjMJn^^uist ics (1)1, Vol.  S )

Shina  is c losc ly  related lo Kashmir i" .  Colin  P. Vlasica in his book  The 
hhl()-.\rycni f 1^)91: 2^)7) fuports; “There  is no th ing  specia
beytxitl Kashmiri ;  on ly  Shina anti its olfslioot Pliakira sh o w  r e n d e r  in 
tionoLins . U nder  Dard ie  Cirierson ineliides the K a i l r  laimuajics o f  
Afghanis tan  and the K h o w a r  and Dartl g roup  o f  present day  India and 
Pakistan. T he  Dart! gi(^up of Dard ie  ineliides Shina. Kohistaii i and 
Kaslimiri.  Tlie present pape r  a im s  to h ighhgh t  so m e  points  o f  sijiiilarity 
beUNcen Kashmiri  and Sliina at the pl ionologieal  le \e l .  Tlie data  for Shina  
has been taken from speakers  of ^j^urczi (.haleet ot Shina  and. therefore ,  
most  of the ex am p les  in tlie pa]-)er w ou ld  he from tlie <^urczi Shina.

There  are m a n \  s imilar i t ies  be tween  K ashm ir i  and  Shina  at tlic 
phono log ica l  le\ el but il m ust  be noled that there are a siunifleaiit  n u m b e r  
of d iss imikir i t ies  as well.  E^oth Kashmir i  and Shina have a hiizh n u m b e r  o f

w

\ o w ‘cls a m o n g  tiic Dard ic  l angLiages .  1 h i s  feature is solely present  in these 
tw o  languages  and not in the o ther  Dardic  languages  excep t  Kalasha  which 
has a tw'cnt)' \ ow el  sys tem . Kashmir i  has llfleen \ o w e l s  (Koul  and  Wali 
2 0 0 9 :1 0 )  w hi le  as tw en ty  \ owels  have  been  ptisited for Shina by  Bai ley  in 
his m o n u m e n ta l  witrk The G raniuui)' of S'/iinci Lan'^iiLiiic  (cit. M asica
1991:113).

T he  central  short \ o w e l  [i] pecu l ia r  to K ashm ir i  is a lso  Ibuiul in the 
dialect  o f  Shina.
Shina
/asi l /

/m arie /

G l o s s

uood
chill ies

Kash iiiiri
. i l l  • - k

{i r/

Closs
e x p e iK i i lu r e 'e .x p e n s e s

str ip/rag

S c h m id t  and Koul (1984 :18 )  report  that: “ K ashm ir i .  Pogtili and  K ish tw ari  
h a \ e  d e v e lo p e d  both  central  v ow e ls  [i] and  [o]". Th is  [i] vow el  is also 
present  in B rokska l-  " co n s id e red  as a m e m b e r  o f  the  Sh ina  su b -g ro u p  o f  
l a n g u a g e s"  (R a m a s w a m i  1975:1). th ough  the  p re se n c e  o f  this vow e l  m ay  
be  an areal i 'eature. ra the r  than a spec if ic  co n tac t  feature  (S c h m id t  and  

Kaul 2008:  233).
K ash m ir i  spoken  in the  val ley  has o n ly  one  e.xample o f  the  b a c k -m id  long  
vow'el [oi] in /sn:d/  for \>ne and  a qua r te r '  f ract ion.  H o w ev e r ,  the  o the r
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A C o m p a r a t i v e  N o te  o n  K a s h m ir i  a n d  Shina  P h o n o lo g y

d i a l e c t s  o f  K a s h m i r i  l ik e  K i s h t w a r i  a n d  P o g u l i  r e p o r t  th i s  l o n g  v o w e  

o f t e n .

q u i t e

Poguli
/ g o : s /

/ s o : s /

Kishtwari
/g o :  r a y /  

/jDin/

/gD :D /

Gloss
l ig h t

a s h e s

Gloss
w i l l  te l l  y o u  

g o o d  

c o w s h e d .

T h e  w o r d  / so : /  m e a n i n g  ' a s h e s '  is u s e d  in  K a s h m i r i  s p o k e n  in  B a t a r a -  a 

v i l l a g e  s o m e  3 0  o d d  k i l o m e t e r s  a w a y  f r o m  B h a d e r w a h  t o w n  in  D o d a  

d i s t r i c t  o f  J a m m u  a n d  K a s h m i r .

S h i n a  s p o k e n  in  G u r e z  h a s  t h e  v o w e l  [o] b u t  o n l y  in  l o a n  w o r d s  ( M a s i c a  

1991 ;  1 13), w i t h  t h e s e  w o r d s  b e i n g  m o s t l y  f r o m  K a s h m i r i .  A c c o r d i n g  to  

G r i e r s o n  ( 1 9 1 9 ) ,  t h e r e  w e r e  f r o n t - r o u n d e d  v o w e l s  in  K a s h m i r i  w h i c h ,  

h o w e v e r ,  in  t h e  o p i n i o n  o f  B a i l e y  ( 1 9 3 7 ) ,  H a n d o o  ( 1 9 7 3 )  a n d  K a c h r u  

( 1 9 7 3 )  a r e  u n r o u n d e d  c e n t r a l  v o w e l s  [i, i:, o, o:]. K a c h r u  a n d  H a n d o o  t h u s  

b r i n g  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  v o w e l s  to  s i x t e e n  in  K a s h m i r i  t h o u g h  th i s  d o e s  n o t  in 

i t s e l f  b u i l d  u p  t h e  c a s e  f o r  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  [o;] in  t h e  l is t  o f  v o w e l s  o f  

K a s h m i r i .  B u t  s i n c e  [ d:] h a s  b e e n  r e p o r t e d  in  t h e  s p e e c h  o f  P o g u l i  a n d  

K i s h t w a r i  a n d  a l s o  in  c e r t a i n  r e g i o n a l  \  a r i e t i e s  o f  K a s h m i r i ,  fo r  e x a m p l e  

K h a h ,  s p o k e n  in  u p p e r  r e a c h e s  o f  B a n i h a l  t o w n ,  a n d  N e e l  a n d  K h a r i '  

a r e a s ,  it m a y  n o t  b e  n a i v e  to  s a y  th a t  th e  n u m b e r  o f  v o w e l  p h o n e m e s  in 

K a s h m i r i  is  s ix t e e n .

M i m s h i  ( 2 0 0 6 :  2 8 3 )  n o t e s  t h a t  K a s h m i r i  h a s  a  v o w e l  i n v e n t o r y  c o m p r i s i n g  

o f  s i x t e e n  v o w e l s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  a u t h o r  i n c l u d e s  [e] r a t h e r  t h a n  [o :]  in  th e  

l is t .  S i m i l a r l y  K e l k a r  a n d  T r i s a l  ( 1 9 6 4 )  a r g u e  t h a t  “ t h e  v o w e l  l i s t "  [ o f  

K a s h m i r i ]  ' ' s h o u l d  b e  a u g m e n t e d  w i t h  [se:] w h i c h  o c c u r s  a s  a  f r e e  v a r i a n t

 ̂This is part of the findings of the project Survey of Kashmiri Dialects (Part-ll), taken up 
by the Department of Linguistics, University of Kashmir, Srinagar in collaboration with 
Urdu Teaching and Research Centre, Lucknow and Central Institute of Indian Languages, 
Mysore.
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Interdisciplinai-y  | o u r n a l  uf  Linguistic.s ( I j L V o l . S )

o f  [;>:] in English  loan w ords" .  K ashm ir i  so -ca l led  niatra  v o w e ls  w h ich  
l iave been repor ted  lo be lost en t i re ly  l e a \ e  effects  on p reced in g  
c o n so n an ts  and  vow els -  e.g. p a la ta l i / a t io n .  um lau t-  that m a y  m a k e  it 
ana ly l iea l iy  c o n \ e n i e n t  slill to pos i t  them . In the  sa m e  w a y  as S a k se n a  
(1971;  74-7)  no tes  the w h isp e re d  v ow e ls  o f  the w es te rn  d ia lec ts  o f  A w a d h i  
'n o t  m a k in g  a sy l lab le ' .  H ook  (quo ted  in M as ica  1991: 121) no tes  that  the 
u l t ra -shor t  llnal v ow e ls  in S h in a  a lso  d o  not m a k e  a sy l lab le  (M a s ic a  1991: 
121-2).  B a i ley  (1924 )  to o  has a lso  m e n t io n e d  a very  short  final \ovvel [e' 
in Shina .  Bhat  (2008:  43)  a lso  posits  an ex tra  short  [i] for K ashm ir i .  T h is  
vow el ,  he  be l ieves ,  p reced es  a pa la ta l ized  c o n so n a n t  o f  a ^\'ord to  sh o w  
g ram m a t ic a l  c h a n g e  in n u m b er .  B h a sk a ra ra o  et al. (2009;  3). w h i le  
c o m m e n t in g  on B ha t  ( ib id)  no te  that  the  a u th o r  "d o e s  not  c i the r  re fe r  to 
G r ie r so n  (1911 )  o r  to K c lka r  and  Trisal  (1964 )  w h o  had  d is t inc t ly  
m e n t io n e d  abou t  a voca l ic  s e g m e n t  in the s a m e  p lace  w h e re  Bhat  (2008 )  
pos i ts  the  ex t ra  sho i l  [I

S c h m id t  et al. (2008;  25) ,  w h i le  d e sc r ib in g  the  Sh ina  o f  Indus  K o h is tan .  
r epo i l  that the ‘Tmal u n a c c e n te d  sho i l  \ o w e l s  are  w h i s p e re d  a n d  not 
vo iced ,  w h ic h  the na t ive  sp eak e rs  can  h e a r  even  though  fo re igners  
c a n n o t ' :  T h e s e  short  u n a c c e n tc d  vow'Cls at final p o s i t io n  are  sh o r te n e d  to 
pa la ta l iza t ion .  S c h m id t  et al. ( ibid)  cite the  e x a m p le ;  /bali /  w h ic h  is 
p h o n e t ic a l ly  view'ed as [ ‘bAcl'] w iiere  [e] rep resen ts  p a la ta l iza t ion  b u t  no t  
/ball'/ w h o s e  p h o n e t ic  o u tpu t  r em a in s  [b.\ li]. T h e se  short  \ o w e ls ,  ce^mmon 
to bo th  K ashm ir i  a n d  Sh ina ,  seem  to be the p rec u rso r s  o f  pa la ta l iza t io n  and  
a lso  are no t  a u d ib le  l ike the pu re  \ o w e l s .  " W e  a lso  m e e t  the  h a l f  
p ro n o u n c e d   ̂ a n d  ‘ at the end  o f  the  w o rd  w h ic h  a re  so  c o m m o n  in 
K ash m ir i ,  and  w h ic h  are  found  in s o m e  lan g u ag es  o f  eas te rn  H indus tan .  
T h e s e  are  r ep re se n te d  b y  small  let ters  a b o v e  the  line: /do:n^‘/ ' a  b u l lo c k ' ,  
/asipV i i o r s e s '  e tc "  (W i lso n  1899; 93-94).

H o w e v e r ,  p a la ta l iza t ion  is not d is t inc t ive  in S h in a  as it is in K a sh m ir i  bu t  
n ev e r th e le s s  p re sen t  in cer ta in  adverb ia l  su f f ix es  a n d  d isc re te ly  in s o m e
w o rd s  like the  follow ing:
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A C o m p a r a t i v e  N o te  o n  K a s h m ir i  a n d  S h in a  P h o n o l o g y

Shina (Jloss
/c ' ' inJa :s / c u t

/ th jo ;n u / to  d o

/sa.’binV s o a p

/cak ^ o rn u / to  w a l k

T h e  n u m b e r  o f  c o n s o n a n t s  in  K a s h m i r i  is  t w e n t y  s e v e n  ( M i m s h i ,  2 0 0 6 :  

^^83) w h i l e  a s  in  S h i n a  it is t h i r t y  s e v e n  ( M a s i c a  1 9 9 1 ) .  T h u s  b o t h  h a v e  a 

h ig h  n u m b e r  o f  c o n s o n a n t  p h o n e m e s .  T h e  i n v e n t o r y  o f  t w e n t y  s e v e n  

c o n s o n a n t s  f o r  K a s h m i r i  d o e s  n o t .  h o w e v e r ,  i n c l u d e  t h e  p a l a t a l i z e d  

c o n s o n a n t s .  In  K a s h m i r i ,  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  t h e  c o n s o n a n t s  c a n  b e  p a l a t a l i z e d  

b a r r i n g  t h e  p a l a t a l s .  T h e r e  is  a  lo t  o f  ‘’p a t t e r n  c o n g r u i t y '  s h a r e d  b y  t h e s e  

t w o  l a n g u a g e s  in  t h e  p h o n o l o g y  a l t h o u g h  in  c e r t a i n  c a s e s  t h e r e  is a  t r ip l e  

c o n t r a s t  [ C o r o n a l  v e r s u s  R e t r o f l e x  v e r s u s  P a la t a l ]  in  S h i n a  f o u n d  l a c k i n g  

in  K a s h m i r i .  T h i s  is  s e e n  a s  a  new^ d e v e l o p m e n t  in  S h i n a  a n d  D a r d i c  

l a n g u a g e s  in  g e n e r a l .  S h i n a  s h a r e s  th is  f e a t u r e  w i t h  B u r u s h a s k i  a n d  

B r o k s k a t  e tc .

T h e  g u r e z i  d i a l e c t ,  b e c a u s e  o f  c o n t a c t ,  h a s  b o r r o w e d  m a n y  i t e m s  f r o m  

K a s h m i r i .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  w o r d  f o r  ' g r a p e s '  in  K a s h m i r i  dac*V s e e m s  to  

h a v e  b e e n  b o r r o w e d  b y  g i i r e r i  S h i n a ,  f o r  t h e  r e a s o n  t h a t  it is  n o t  s e e n  in 

t h e  o t h e r  d i a l e c t s  o f  S h i n a  w h i c h  h a v e  / z a c /  f o r  ‘g r a p e s ' .  T h e  c o g n a t e  in  

g i t r e r i  is  /d a § /  w h i c h  m e a n s  t h a t  g u r e z i  S h i n a  h a s  b o r r o w e d  o n l y  t h e  in i t i a l  

( o n s e t )  c o n s o n a n t  a n d  t h e  \  o w e l  w h i l e  r e t a i n i n g  t h e  r e t r a c t i o n  in  t h e  f ina l  

c o n s o n a n t .  T h e  c o n s o n a n t  a t  t h e  c o d a  p o s i t i o n  in  g u r c z i  S h i n a  is  [^] w h i c h  

is  a  v o i c e l e s s  r e t r o f l e x  f r i c a t i v e .  P a l u l a -  a n  a r c h a i c  d i a l e c t  o f  S h i n a  w h i c h  

a l o n g  w i t h  S a w i  ( a n o t h e r  a r c h a i c  v a r i e t y ) ,  b e l i e v e d  to  h a v e  s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  

t h e  S h i n a  in  t h e  m i d  17'*' c e n t u r y -  h a s  t h e  r e t r a c t e d  f r i c a t i \ e  a t  t h e  c o d a  

p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r d  m u c h  s i m i l a r  to  t h e  c o d a  c o n s o n a n t  o f  K a s h m i r i  

d i f f e r i n g  o n l y  in  n o t  b e i n g  a s p i r a t e d  l i k e  t h e  o n e  in  K a s h m i r i  i .e .  it  h a s  

/dac7 . T h u s  t h e  o n l y  d i f f e r e n c e  in  t h e  t w o  s e e m s  to  b e  t h e  l a c k  o f  a s p i r a t i o n  

in  P a l u l a  w o r d .  It m i g h t  a s  w e l l  b e  p r e s u p p o s e d  t h a t  P a l u l a  m a y  h a v e  

b o r r o w e d  i t  f r o m  K a s h m i r i  s i n c e  d e l e t i o n  ( o f  a s p i r a t i o n  h e r e )  is  t h e  m o r e  

c o m m o n  p h e n o m e n o n  h i s t o r i c a l l y  t h a n  a d d i t i o n .  It  w o u l d  b e  u n l i k e l y ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  s a y  t h a t  s o u r c e  is  t h e  P a l u l a  / d a c /  f r o m  w h i c h  K a s h m i r i  h a s  

d e v e l o p e d  /dac 'V .  T h e  s c h e m a t a  f o r  t h e  a i l e  w o u l d  b e  a s  b e l o w .
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K ashm iri
/ c la c

[k.
Palula
/ d a c /

Gurczi
/cias/

Gloss
G ra p es

H o\vc \  cr. it is a lso  b c l i c \ e d  thal g iire z i  Sh ina  a m o n g  all o the r  variet ies ,  
has the  least re trac ted  retroflex sounds  (S chm id t  a n d  Kaul  2008 :  233).  
Retrac t ion  is a specif ic  feature o f  ail the  d ia lec ts  o f  Shina.  T he  le ssen ing  o f  
re t rac t ion  in [js] in g in -c ii  Sh ina  m ay  b e  becau se  the  geo g rap h ica l  and  
poli t ical  barr iers  separa t ing  the latter f rom the  rest o f  the varie t ies ,  o r  due  
to tlieir h'cqiient in teract ion  with  the K ashm ir i  speakers  o f  the va l ley  or  a 
c o m b in a t io n  o f  both. S ch m id t  (2004)  too  be l ieves  that  “poli t ical  
d e \ e l o p m e n t s  s ince 1947 h a \ e  near ly  e l im ina ted  c o m m u n ic a t io n  b e tw e e n  
the eas te rn  and  w es tern  d ia lec ts  o f  Shina.  w h e re  as p rc \  iousIy  the re  m a y  
h a \ e  been m o re  contac t  be tw een  Ciurezi and  K o h is tan i"  [and o th e r  Shina  
dialects] .  T h is  m ay  ha\  e had  its in l luence  o n  the rc trac ted  so u n d s  g u rc z i  
Shina.  “ T h e  d c \ ’c lo p m e n t  o f  re tro l lex  affr ica tes  f rom var ious  O ld  Indo- 
A ryan  c lus te rs  is an innova t ion  in D ard ic  la n g u a g e s"  (Miinshi ,  2006:  2S3). 
How ever.  K ashm ir i ,  c o n s id e re d  as o n e  o f  the  m e m b e r s  o f  D ard ic  g roup ,  is 
d e v o id  o f  these  re trac ted  affr icates .  T h e  a b o v e  e x a m p le  is ju s t  o n e  ins tance  
w h e re  there  is a re trac ted  a ff r ica te  in Sh ina  but  not in Kashrnir i .

B e in g  part  o f  the  K a s h m ir  d iv is ion  o f  . lamnui and  K ashm ir ,  there  has  been  
a p ro lo n g e d  sp e ak e r  con tac t  be tw een  K ash m ir is  and  Sh ins  o f  G u rez .  w ith  
sp eak e rs  from severa l  \ i l lages o f  the la t ter  b e in g  eq u a l ly  p ro f ic ien t  in the 
tw o languages .  It m ay  th e re fo re  be p laus ib le  to say  that  ih c  g u re z i  d ia lec t  
o f  S h ina  is m u c h  m o re  in l lu en ced  by  K ashm ir i  than  the  o th e r  d ia lec ts  o f  
S h ina  like Gilgit i  o r  Astori  etc. T h e  in t luence  o f  con tac t  can  be  m o s t ly  felt 
in le.xis and  phono logy .  T he  phono log ica l  c o m p a r i s o n  b e tw e e n  the  S h ina  
o f  G u re z  a n d  K ashm ir i  revea ls  a  ce i la in  s imilar i ty .  F o r  exa tnp le ,  the  lack 
of v o iced  asp ira tes  in m os t  oi the D ard ic  lan g u ag es  g ives  rise to a th ree  
w-ay con tras t  in c o n so n a n t  p h o n e m e s  i.e. the re  is a  vo ice less  p h o n e m e ,  its 
a sp i ra ted  form and  a vo iced  p h o n e m e  w h ic h  docs  no t  h a v e  the a sp ira ted  
fom i .  It w^ould be  like h a v in g  in a l a n g u a g e  like K ashm ir i  [p], [p'‘] a n d  [b 
bu t  not [b'']. T h is  fea ture  is c o m m o n  to bo th  K ashm ir i  a n d  S h ina  a n d  is 
p re sen t  in all the  D ard ic  lan g u ag es  e.g.
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I n d o - a r y a n D a r d i c G l o s s

/ b V r m i / / b u u m / e a r th

/d ^ u v a : / / d u :^ m / s m o k e

/d u :d V Id o d / m i l k

/gH 'J / g i : / g h e e

( D a r d i c  e x a m p l e s  a r e  f r o m  K a s h m i r i ,  S h i n a ,  K h o w a r  a n d  P a s h a i )

T h e r e  is  a l s o  a  t r i p l e  c o n t r a s t  o f  c o r o n a l - r e t r o f l e x - p a l a t a l s  l ik e  [ s ] ,  [g] a n d  

[J] in  S h i n a  a f f r i c a t e s  w h i l e  a s  in  f r i c a t i v e s  t h e r e  is  a  t r ip l e  c o n t r a s t  o f  [z ] ,  

XI a n d  [3 ]. T h i s  is  l a c k i n g  in  K a s h m i r i  b u t  f o u n d  in  B u r u s h a s k i ,  a l t h o u g h  

it is  s u p p o s e d  to  b e  a  r e c e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t .  M a s i c a  ( 1 9 9 1 : 1 0 2 )  r e p o r t s  th a t  

“ a b s e n c e  o f  v o i c e d  a s p i r a t e s  c a n  b e  f o u n d  in  ' 'K a s h m i r i  a n d  m o s t  o t h e r  

D a r d i c  l a n g u a g e s  ( S h i n a ,  B a s h k a r i k ,  G a w a r b a t i ,  K h o w a r  e t c . ) ,  a  f e w  W e s t  

P a h a r i  d i a l e c t s  e t c . ” . T h i s  is  o n e  s u c h  f e a tu r e  w h i c h  l in k s  K a s h m i r i  a s  w e l l  

a s  S h i n a  w i t h  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  D a r d i c  g r o u p .  H e  f u r t h e r  n o t e s  t h a t  “ v o i c e d  

a s p i r a t e s  a r e  r e t a i n e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  in  m o s t  P a h a r i  d i a l e c t s ,  m o s t  " L a h n d a ’ 

d i a l e c t s ,  in  D o g r i ,  a n d  in  t h e  K a s h t w a r i  [ K i s h t w a r i ]  a n d  R a m b a n i  d i a l e c t s  

o f  t h e  K a s h m i r i  g r o u p ,  a n d  in  D a r d i c  M a i y a  a n d  K a l a s h a "  ( ib id ) .  H o w e v e r ,  

a  s u r v e y  o f  K i s h t w a r i "  h a s  n o t  b e e n  a b l e  to  r e p o r t  a  s i n g l e  i n s t a n c e  o f  

v o i c e d  a s p i r a t e s  in  K i s h t w a r i .  L i k e  [h]  d r o p p i n g ,  t h e  f i n d i n g s  o f  t h e  a b o v e  

p r o j e c t  r e v e a l  t h a t  d e v o i c i n g  is  a  p r o m i n e n t  f e a t u r e  o f  K i s h t w a r i .  M a s i c a  

( 1 9 9 1 : 1 0 2 )  a l s o  a s s u m e s  t h a t  “ a b s e n c e  o f  v o i c e d  a s p i r a t e s  is  o f t e n  

c o r r e l a t e d  w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  T O N E " ,  b u t  a l s o  n o t e s  th a t ,  “ t h i s  is  n o t  

a l w a y s  t h e  c a s e ,  h o w e v e r ,  ( e .g .  in  K a s h m i r i  e t c . ) " .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  a r e  

t r a c e s  o f  t o n e  f o u n d  in  K i s h t w a r i -  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  a  t r u e  d i a l e c t  o f  K a s h m i r i -  

a l t h o u g h  v e r y  r a r e ly .  “ O u t  o f  K a s h m i r i ,  K i s h t w a r i ,  P o g u l i  a n d  S i r a j i ,  o n l y  

K i s h t w a r i  s h o w s  u n a m b i g u o u s  e v i d e n c e  o f  p i t c h  c o n t o u r s ,  w i t h  a  

s c h l e i f t o n  o c c u r r i n g  in  w o r d s  o f  w h i c h  a  h i s t o r i c a l  v o i c e d  a s p i r a t e d  in i t i a l  

c o n s o n a n t  h a s  b e c o m e  d e v o i c e d  a n d  d e - a s p i r a t e d  [ K i s h t w a r i  / p o : y /  v s .  

K a s h m i r i  / b o : y /  ^ b r o t h e r ' ] "  ( S c h m i d t  a n d  K a u l  2 0 0 8 :  2 3 1 ) .

 ̂ The survey of Kishtwari is part of the project Survey o f Kashm iri D ialects being carried 
out in the Department of Linguistics, University of Kashmir, Srinagar in collaboration 
with Urdu Teaching and Research Centre, Lucknow and Central Institute of Indian 
Languages, Mysore.
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( n t e t  i i i s c i p l i n a r y  f o u r i K i l  o f  L i n > ; u i s r i c s  ( I ) L  V o l .  5 )

C o n c l u s i o n

I lie r e l a t i o n s h ip  b e t w e e n  K a s h m i r i  a n d  S h i n a  is a  q u e s t i o n  th a t  h a s  lo n u  

b e e n  a s k e d  b u t  n o t  s c u l e d  fu l ly  as  o f  yet.  D e s p i t e  m a n y  s im i la r i t i e s  

b e tw e e n  K a s h m i n  a n d  S h i n a  at tl ie  p h o n o l o g i c a l  leve l  a s  r e v e a le d  b y  th e  

a b o \ e  f in d in g s ,  t h e r e  is s c o p e  f o r  f u r t h e r  r e s e a r c h  to  u n r a v e l  th e  s t a tu s  o f  

th e s e  tw o  l a n g u a g e s  w i th  r e g a r d  to  t h e i r  g e n e a l o g i c a l  afT il ia t ion .
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