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Introduction: Kinnauri is the language of the West-Himalayish (VVH) sub
group of the Tibeto-Burman language family, it is used as a label term to
represent languages spoken in the Kinnaur district, a rugged mountainous
region in the northeastern side of Himachal Pradesh. The languages in
Kinnaur region have been scarcely documented. Sharma (1988) reports
five wvarieties of Kinnauri spoken in this region. Ho has included
Kinnauringskad, Theharskaci, Nyamskad, Chifkuli, and an Imh-Atyan
variety of Kinnauri. These varieties are spoken in the region with varying
intelligibility. Few unreported varieties of Kinnauri iwc-Domangskad.
Kunnucharcmgskac/, Nescing.skcu/. Riskulaiigskacl. Riipiskad and
Sitnnamskad. Fig.l given below presents the classification of the West-
Himalayish languages. Benedict (1972) postulated Tibeto-Kinnauri to be a
separate branch of Tibeto-Burman family and Nishi (1990) has given the
classification of West-Himalayish. According to the 2011 ccnsus. the

population of the region is 84,298. It is a region inhibited by descendants

of mixed ethnicity.

The present paper aims to present the typological characteristics of
Kinnauri language in the light of the Greenberg's principles of language
universals. Kinnauri, like most of the Tibeto-Burman languages, has a
SOV word-order structure 1i.e. according to the relati\e order of the
grammatical subject (S), the verb (V) and the object (O), the basic word
order SOV s attested in Kinnauri. The analysis of its stnicture reveals that
Kinnauri exhibits all the characteristics of SOV language, with few'

exceptions. Data analyzed in this paper is from the standard Kinnauri

variety that is spoken by the majority in the region.

' Centre for Advanced Studies in Linguistics, University of Delhi, Delhi, India.
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Tibeto- Burman

Bodic Bodish Tibeto-Kinnauri
Tibetan -Himaiayish
Western Central Khams Southern Amdo Monpa Kanauri

Thebor

PataniX Tinani

Sunam Shumcho Bhoti Chitkuli Lower Ktnnauri
Figure 1. Classification of the West-Himalaylsh sub group (Saxena

1992).

2.Basic Word Order: The word order ol' Kinnauri is SOV. It is

predominantly a verb final language 1.e. the verb occurs in the final

position of'the sentence.

2a. IntransitiNe \'erb: SV

1. o yogc duk
1-Nom Sleep be-1 S-pres
'l sleep.
do gid
I-Nom die-pst
'He died

2b. Transitive W'rb: SOV

3. lotu kogli Husid Du

boy-Nom paper-Acc read bc-3S-pres
‘The boy reads a book.'
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4. gl [ Tugo Ouk
I-Nom water-Acc drink-prog bc-1S-prcs

| am drinking water.'

2c. Ditrasitive Verb: S 10 DO V

5. gl gopal-u kot'u lot duk

|-Nom gopa!-Dat story-Acc loll be-1S-pres
‘I tell a story to Gopal.’

6. squ kobi] to Komoi]

|-Dat remember be-pres 1-Gen work

' remember my work.’

The constructions above are in accordance with the Greenberg's univcrsais
| and 4. Greenberg's Universal No. 1, 7;; deduratiw scuicnces with
noiuinal subject and object, the dominated oriler is al})iost always in which
the subject precedes the object. * Greenberg's Universal No. 4; 'Ifin a
language the verb follows both the nominal subject and nominal object us

the dominant order, the language almost always has a case system. '

3. Word Order in Different Sentence Types:

3a. Declarative sentence: The word order in declarative sentences is SOV

7 gl S30 jok duk

I apple eat-pert be-!S-pres

"I eat apple.’

3b. Imperative sentence: The word order in imperative sentence is SOV:
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8. 513U sno koo
nic-Dat applc-Nom gi\c-prcs

'Gile me apple.*

3c. Infcrrogative Sentences: Word order in interrogative sentences is
SOV. In question sentences. \vh- words reinain in sifn, 1.e. there Is no

obligator) \\h- molement but scrambling of question word is allowed.

Questioning the subject: \\ h 0\

Q. ho-1S COoros-u cumci

wlio-Krg thief-Acc catch-pst
'W ho cauLilit the thief'.”*

Questioning the Direct O bject: S\\ h\

10. do-s thid ni]G

he-Hig what say-pst
\\ hat did he sav ™

Questioning the fndirect-Object: S DO \Vh V

M. Ki-s Ju shol hpmc 20Q-20¢(
\OLi-Erg this nicdicine- from where buy-pst
Acc

‘From where did vou buv this medicine?’

4. \\ ord Order In \ves-no* Questions: “ycs-no* questions follow SOV
word order. Question morpheme V/* is suffixed at the end of the verb.
yes-no' question is marked by the rise in pilch in the last syllable of the

sentence.

kKinu okhcli du-a
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you-Nom pain bc-2S-prcs-0

Do you have pain?’

13. kaku nosDm buto-a

kaku-Nom tomoirow come-fut-Q

'Will Kaku coine tomorrow?'
Abole constructions are in accordance with the Greenberg’s Universal
No. 8, 'When a ycs-no question is ciiffcrentiatcdfrom (he corresponding

assertion by an intonation pattern, the cUstincti\'c intonation features of

these patterns are reckonedfrom the end ofthe sentence rather thanfrom

the begi/njing. ’

5. Causative Sentences: The language does not favor causative

constructions.Causatives are represented by distinctive verb roots. Such

verb roots occur after the main verb.

ba. Periphrastic Causatives:

14. do-s KAm”ij-0 shece
he-Enz me-Acc work make-Caus-pst

'He send me to work/

5b. Lexical Causatives:

15. do-s chogo-nu  ro! Ponnu ronci

he-Erg child rice cook give-Caus-pst
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'He made the child cook the rice/

Periphrastic causative *shece' in (5a), follows the main verb and lexical

causative In (5b), comes at the verb position.

6. Negative Sentences: Negative Particle occurs pre-verbally i.e. it

precedes the verbJn the sentence, negative particle ‘ha' occurs before

verb \ia-ja'

16. choti-s kh;5u ma ja-ja

choti-Erg food-Acc Neg eat-pst
X'lioti did not eat food.'

hi case of emphatic sentences, the paiticle can occur after the verb,

depending on the context of the usage of sentence. In the sentence below

IS stressed.
17. gi kin kimo bim-hi ma-bi
I your house go-pst-emp Neg-go-pst
Gen

‘I did not go to your house.'

Emphatic marker can occur after any word which has to be stressed.

18. gi-shi ma bn km ksmsg
1-Erg-Emp Neg do your work-Gen
‘Only I did not do your work.'

6.1 Agreement Pattern: Verbs in the language show agreement in person

and number features but not in gender, e.g., inflection of verb *jac”

19. gi jac Duk
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I cat be-1S-prcs
Meat.’

20. k9s*'Dga jac toe
W e eat be-3P-pres
"We eat.’

21. Kka jac Dun
you Eat bc-2S-pres
"YOu eat.”

22. kma jac toe
you eat be-2P-pres
'You (PI) eat.’

23. do jac Du
he eat be-3S-pres

'‘He eats.’

24. doga jac Du
they eat be-3P-pres
'They eat.’

7. Verb: Verb root can be classified as simple and complex, based on their
structure. A root iIs obtained by dropping an infinitive or verbal noun
marker. There i1s very little scope of derived word in this language. Most of

the simple roots are monosyllabic or polysyllabic.

7a. Simple Roots

25. b1/ -go
26. [si/ -die
27. [pBi/ -come
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28. [ s™rsi/ -rise
29. [/ somc”™n / -tliink

30. /surin / -move around

7/b. Deri\ed Roots

31. /[ 1*gmik/ -to burn

32. /[pramig/ ~-to spread

33. /cnnig/ - to clean

8. Auxiliary V'erb: The use of Auxiliary Verb is obligatory in locative
predictile and tense. always follows the main verb, as in many verb-

final languages. The main verb "bi-/ hacis' precedes the auxiliary verb

V/ITAIUIL, *In example (36). auxiliary is used in locative predicate.

34. gt bsjur-o bi-o0 duk

I market-Loc go-prog be-1S-Aux-pres
'l am noinn to the market/

35. bela tota hacis du

time what-0 have-perf be-Aux-pres
‘What is the time?'

36. Qi Kim-o Duk

I market-Loc be-IS-Aux-pres
‘l am at home.'

The constructions above are in accordance with the Greenberg's

universals No. 16; 'In languages “wvith dominant order sow an inflected
ail.xiliarv always follow the main verb. *
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9. Adjective: Adjectives precede the head In a noun phrase. Structurally,
they can be simple and derived, and based on inflection they can be
variable or non-variable. These are inflected for number and gender.

9a, Simple Adjectives: mono- syallabic, non- variable: //**/elder, large.

[dam/ good, /mari/ bad, /lis/ cold, /las/ wet, /gato/ small, /moluk/ more,

/IwwA/new, / tjA/black, white.

9b. Derived Adjectives: root+ suffixes, variable: /had-sya/ which one
(masc.), /had-sye/ v/ihxdn one (fem.), /jasid/ ate, /gasa rarj/ with clothes,
/gatosya younger child (masc.), /gatosye younger child (fem.),

/[to”sid/fought, /bisid/ went.

10. Postpositions: Kinnauri 1s a postpositional Jlanguage and the
postposition follows head noun. Postposition in the language has the same

purpose as that of the case suffix. In example (37), post position

follows the head noun In examples (38-39), post position *-da”

follow the respective head nouns and in example (40), post position

follows head noun *afj\ Such sentence constructions are in accordance

with the Greenberg’s Universal NO. 4; ‘'languages with normal SOV

order are postpositional. ’

37. gi-s 9nu SISQ-O Khyak

|-Erg self mirror-Loc see-1S-pst

'I saw myselfin the mirror.’

38. 3g-da muluk Ze To

|-Dat many sheep be-pres

‘I have many sheep.'

39. kin-da t3ta Ze To
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|~Dal how bc-prcs

'How main' shoep volii lia\ c?

40.  on-u S'"O kon
I-Dat apple ail’e

Gile api\c lo me.’

1. Gcecnitixe: Genilixe follows ilie goleming noun. In example below

geniti\ e marker follow s the go\ erning noun Ul.ig.is/deshD" .’
41. doeos-u kolt'm w all dom du
his-Gen pen \erv good-Adj be-3S-pre

'His pen is very good.'

42. cleshoi]-u mi

\ illage-Gen man

‘Villaize's man.'

Such sentence constructions are in contrast to the Greenberg’s Universal

No. 2: 'hi wifh prcposifiojis. the goiitive almost f'o//o\vs the
*<)Ycrning noun, while In Unn?uages with postpositio)is it almost always

prcccJcs.

12.Adverb: Adverb precedes the \erb. as in other SOV languages. In the

example below, ad\erb precedes the \erb *
43. YyI-S toro sita- p3i] tagsk
I"Erg today sita-Acc see-1S-pst

' saw Sita today.’

Time adverbial precedes the place adverbials. hi example (44). *ai goto"

time adverb, precedes V/////* place adverbial.
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44 gi Kinu ui golo Dilli-o c'‘ok-s*’3k
I you-2S-Acc nex Month dclhi- niect-fut-
t Loc

‘ will meet you in Delhi next month.'

This construction agrees with the Greenberg's Universal No. 7; 'In a

language with dominant SOV order, all adverbial modifiers of the verb

precedes the verb. ’

13. Modifiers: Adjectives, demonstratives and numerals precede the head

noun in an unmarked sequence. In the example below, adjective “dam¥*

precedes the head noun 'gasa

45. Jig d9m gasa poryac du

here-LocC good clothes get be-pres.

'Here good clothes are available.’

In (46), demonstrative ‘//o' precedes the head noun "bot*ag\

46. Do bot*'3g bmas du

That tree tall be-pres.

"That tree i1s tall.’

Numeral‘id’ is preceding head noun ‘mi/

47, id mi
One man
‘One man.'
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The language does not have articles. Referential deteiminers are found In
this 1aimuaize. The constructions abole are iIn accordance with the
Greenhcr”™'s Uni\lersal No. 18; ‘U'hen fhe descriptive adjective precedes
the noun, the demonstrative and the numerals do likewise. 'In the ordeiing
of adjectiles and noun, the language show exception to the Greenberg’s
UniA crsal No. 5; If a kuv*uagc has chminant SO\'order and (he genitive

follows {he governing noini. then the adjective likewise follows the noun.

But in Kinnauri. genili\c follows the goleming noun and adjective

precedes the noun.

14. Quantifier: Quantifiers precede the head noun in unitiarked position,

hi examples (48-49). quantillers *cji/ precedes the head nouns
"miga/ ’
48. C3» miga juriQs s du
all-Nom people-Nom aeree be-pres

All people have agreed.*

49. do-s odoil gosu Z0g-z0g9

he-Erg ahnost all clothes buy-pst

'He bouirlit almost all clothes
15. Order of Determiner, Quantifier and Noun: Detemiiner. Quantifier

and Noun follow the following order: D-Q-N. In (50-51), the detenniner

y//] do' precedes cJuantilier sai/ nish' which precedes the head noun

*KIfNQ/ ch”/j(L " In such ordering, adjectives can follow” the head noun.

50 ju SO Kim a d9m du

these-Det ten-Quant house good be-ptes

These ten houses are Liood.'

51 do nish chaga 3khas du
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those-Det tvvo-Quant child 1 bc-prcs

'Those two children are 111/

16. Marker of Comparison; The marker of comparison follows the
Standard of comparison.

16a. Comparative Construction: In the examples below, comparative

marker follow s the marker of comparison *moh”n.’
52.  sita mohan-ku iDmos du
sita-Nom niohan-Comp tall be-3S-pres

‘Sita Is taller than Mohan.’

16b. Superlative construction: Superlative marker comes together
with quantifier, after the head noun and change iIn the position of

comparative marker is not allowed.

53.  bittu coi-ku tt'g du
bittu-Nom all-comp elder be-3S-pres

'‘Bittu 1s the eldest.’

54. ju cai'ku yuk du
this-Nom all-comp new be-pres

'This is the newest.'
17. Negative Polarity Item: The negative polarity items can appear only

In negative environment in a sentence and are always licensed by negation.

In sentences below, negative polarity items " m u | u k / a r ¢ licensed

by negative *ma~*

55 g1 do-va3riq muluk ma-nec duk

| about him much Neg-do be-1S-pres
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'l don't know much about him.'

56 cdo hoti-nsi] bstoi] tnha-bnc du
he anyone talk Neg-do be-3S-
pres

‘file docs not talk to anyone.’

18. Tense: Kinnauri show three way tense distinction: marker for past and
future 1s suffixed to the \erb and present tense Is attested lexically. There
IS distinction of person, number and honorificity in the inflection of the

verb that marks tense while there is none for gender.

18a. Present Tense:

57. gi dom lotu duk

1 <ood boy be-pres
T am a good boy.’

18b. Past Tense:

58. Qi d3m btu dwek

I-Nom 200d boy be-IS-pst
| was a good boy.'

5Q. ki dsm Istu dwen

you good boy be-2S-pst
‘You were a good.'

60. dot dsm 13tu dw A~

he good boy be-3S-pst
'He was a good boy.'

342



Typological Perspective of Kinnauri Language

18c. Future tense:

61. gl dam
I good

"I will become a good boy/

lotu hocok

boy be-!1S-fut

19. Aspect: Aspect shows three way distinctions; perfective, imperfcctive

and progressive, with markers suffixed to the main verb.

19a. Perfective Aspect: The suffix *s’

marker.

62. nNu-s khsu
he-Erg food

'He has eaten the food.’

eat-perf

function as perfective aspect

ja-ja du

be-3S-pres

19b. Imperfective Aspect: The imperfective marker *-id* is suffixed to

verb base.

63 anita ju

anita-Nom this

‘Anita studies In this school.'

skul-o

schoo!-Loc

hus*”~id du
study- bc-3S-pr
Imper

19c. Progressive Aspect Marker: the marker is 'o' suffixed to verb. In

the examples below, *-0* is suffixed to verb *kuc/yoc, *

64. do 3i1U

he m e

'He was caHing me’

65. sita y0C-0

Sita play-prog

kKuc-o d\v8

call-prog be-3S-pst
du
be-3S-pres
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*Sita I1s playing.’

20. Infinitive: lLiitlnilizc i1s 1vali“fcd as “-//u/' which is suKl.xed to the bare

\orb roots, hi the examples below . */;///*is sunixed to the ending roots of

the \ erb.
66. gi Voll-nul gyao diik
I sieep-INF w ish be-1 S-prcs
' want to sleep.
67. do voa-nni gyao du
he sleep-iNF wisli be-3S-prcs
‘Me wish to sleep
68. do OuJll eukslui-mu UVGO
he me Meet-INF w isli

‘He wants to meet me.'

21. Anaphor: Anaphor tollo\\s [he anieccLieiu. Anapiic'r is co-indexed

with the NP, wliich c-commands it The lanLZLiaque has on!\ nominal

anaplior.
2la. Order in Relle\i\e Anaphors:

6. Ki-s onu X1 ] lon-lon

you-Erg sell’ lie niakc-pst

oil lied to voLirsell'.'

70. ]\ onu zuli bn-Isn
|-Hrg self lie makc-pst

M lied to mvseltV

344



Typological Perspective of Kinnauri Language

21b, Order in Reciprocal Anaphors:

71. dogo-s I-nis''u kul-kol

they-Erg each other beat-pst
'They beat each other.'

72. kashaqga t-nis™u kolDQ tamig

we-Nom each other remember be-pres

‘We should remember each other.'

22. Order In Reduplication: Nouns, adjectives as well as adverbs can be

reduplicated.
22a. Nominal Reduplication; hi the sentence below ‘A//W’is reduplicated.

73. doga Kimo-Kinio biyo

they-Nom door-to-door go-pst

'They went door to door.'

74. doga Id-i1d bido
they-Nom one by one come-pst
'They came one by one.’
22b. Adjectival Reduplication: In the sentence below, adjective "hvuifs*

IS reduplicated.

75. lom3s-bm3s mi-ga
Tall man-3 Pi
"Taill men/

22c. Adverbial reduplication: Here adverb “mesag* is reduplicated.

76- Do messd- yunc du
mes”g
he-Nom slowly walk be-3S-pres
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'He walks slowly.'

Verbal reduplication is absent in Kinnauri. When the verb is reduplicated,

it functions as adverb. In (77). verb *cas''o' i1s reduplicated but after

reduplication it functions as ad\ orb.

77. Do cas O-cas o s'Nid
he-Nom dance die-pst

He died while dancinc.'

23. Relative Clause: In Kinnauri. relative clause in fonned by means of
participles m which the relative clauses occur at the periphery of the main
clause. In such constmctions. main clause precedes the subordinate clause.

Word order in RC constructions in Kinnauri. 1s SOV.

78. gi-s holek Kui kak do rnk du
|-Ere Rel dog- brinii-pst that-Co-rel black be-pre
Acc

"The dog that I brought iIs black.'

7 hom oy Kim du do Zzoga ropa du
9.
re my-IS- hous be-pres that-Co- plac ropa be-
Gen e rel e pres

‘Ropa iIs the place where niy house Is situated.’

24. Conditional Clause: There is no obligatory conditional marker for

conditional clauses.

80. ki bi-ma gi-li but™k
you go-con cl me come-fut
Nom too

'"(If)You go | will also come.'
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25. Complement Clause: It is realized as null i.e. -0 The order of

complement clause and main clause is the fonner followed by the later.

81 do-s riga-0 g» upasoij
he-Erg say-pst- |-ADbs hungry
Comp
'He said that I am hungry.'
82 do riijo du-0 choti dom du
he-Nom say-cont pres-Comp Choti fine be-pres

'He Is saying that Choti i1s fme.’

Based on the above discussions, it can be said that Kinnauri exhibits the
following characteristics in sentence constmctions; word order in Kinnari
IS SOV, it is postpositional language, it shows agreement Iin person number
features, adjective precedes head in the noun phrase, modifiers prccede the
head noun, causative occurs after main verb, marker of comparison
follows the standard of comparison, negatives are pre-verbal, auxiliary
follows the main verb, anaphor follows the antecedent and main clause
precedes the subordinate clause. It exhibits some exceptions in SOV
language features. SOV language should have preposed genitives and

adjective should follow noun. But Kinnauri has postpositional geniti\ e and

the adjective precedes the noun.

Abbreviations:

O- null form INF.- Infinitive

1.2.3.P- First, Second, Third Loc.- Locative

Person Masc.- Masculine
Acc.- Accusative. Neg.- Negation
Adj.- Adjective Nom.- Nominative
Adv.- Adverb Perf- Perfcctive
Aux.- Auxiliary Poss.- Possessive

pp.- Preposition
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Co. rcl.- Correlational relative Pres.- Present Tense
Comp.- Compiementixer Prog.- Progressive

Dal.- Dati\ e Pst.- Past Tense

Deni.- Demonstratix e Q- Question

Del." Determiner Quant.-Quantifier
Erg.-Ergative S.F- Singular. Plural

Fern.- Feminine SVO- Subject, Verb. Object

Fut.- Future Tense

Gen.- Geniti\ e
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