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Background
T h r o u g h  t h e  a g e s ,  f r o m  th e  m o s t  a n c i e n t  a n d  h i g h l y  a d v a n c e d  c i v i l i z a t i o n s  

o f  t h e  r e g i o n  5 , 0 0 0  y e a r s  a g o  to  t h e  p r e s e n t  d a y .  S o u t h  A s i a ,  w i t h  its 

e n o r m o u s  l i n g u i s t i c  a n d  c u l t u r a l  d i v e r s i t y ,  is f o u n d  to  h a v e  a l w a y s  

r e m a i n e d  a  h u b  o f  s e v e r a l  c u l t u r e s  e n a b l i n g  t h i s  v a s t  a n d  th i s  

t o p o g r a p h i c a l l y  d i v e r s e  l a n d  to  e v o l v e  i n t o  a  l a n d  o f  d i v e r s e  b e l i e f s  a n d  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  b o t h  m o d e m  c o n c e r n s  a n d  t r a d i t i o n a l  v a l u e s  

in  a  v a s t  r e g i o n  t h a t  e n c o m p a s s e s  n o t  o n l y  l i n g u i s t i c  a n d  c u l t u r a l  d i v e r s i t y  

h a v i n g  i n f l u e n c e d  b o t h  t h e  h i s t o r y  a n d  t h e  l iv e s  o f  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  r e g i o n .  

T h u s  i n h e r i t i n g  o r  s h a r i n g  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  a f f m i t y  o r  c o n v e r g e n c e  in  s p i t e  

o f  th e  v a s t  i n h e r e n t  g e o g r a p h i c a l ,  l i n g u i s t i c  a n d  c u l t u r a l  d i v e r s i t y  o f  t h e  

r e g i o n .  S o u t h  A s i a  r a n k s  a m o n g  th e  w o r l d ' s  m o s t  d e n s e l y - p o p u l a t e d  

r e g i o n s  w i t h  t h e  p e o p l e s  p o s s e s s i n g  s e v e r a l  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  f e a t u r e s  t h a t  s e t  

t h e m  a p a r t  a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l l y  f r o m  t h e  r e s t  o f  A s i a ;  t h e  d o m i n a n t  p e o p l e s  

a n d  c u l t u r e s  a r e  I n d o  - A r y a n  a n d  D r a \  i d i a n  ( t h o u g h  o t h e r  p o p u l a t i o n s ,  t h e  

M o n g o l o i d  a n d  t h e  A u s t r o - A s i a t i c ,  in  n o r t h - e a s t  I n d i a ,  B h u t a n ,  N e p a l  a n d  

T i b e t  a n d  e l s e w h e r e ,  h a v e  a l s o  h a d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  p r e s e n c e ) .  T h e s e  

p o p u l a t i o n s  h a v e  n o t  o n l y  c o e x i s t e d  fo r  t h o u s a n d s  o f  y e a r s  a n d  h a v e  a l s o  

i n f l u e n c e d  e a c h  o t h e r ' s  l a n g u a g e s  (a  p o i n t  w h i c h  p r o f e s s o r  K .V .  S u b b a r a o  

a n d  m a n y  o t h e r  l i n g u i s t s  h a v e  h i g h l i g h t e d )  b u t  m a n y  o f  t h e s e  l i n g u i s t i c  

p o p u l a t i o n s  h a v e  h a d  a  g r e a t  a f f i n i t y  w i t h  t h e  p e o p l e s  o f  I r a n i a n  P l a t e a u
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and  ilie Ciiuciisiis p i i r l icu la r ly  in ilie iioi lh weM reg io n  o f  S o u th  A s ia  v\ h i c h  

e n c o m p a s s e s  i tu lay  la rge  p a n s  o\ Ind ia  an d  the  m o d e r n  s la te s  ol' PakisUin 

anti /M g h a n is ia n .  P e r s i a n .  A r a b  a n d  ' I 'u rk ish  eiillLu'al i r a d i l i o n s  IVom the  

\ses i .  an a re a  u i i o s e  la rg e  [>an has  a l s o  al d i f l e r e n l  l im e s  heet i  the  par i  o f  

d i l l e i e n l  In d ian  e m p i r e s ,  a l s o  lo rn i  an in tegra l  par t  o\' Is lan i ie  vSouth A s ia n  

en l i i i re .  ihoiigli  h a v i n g  b e e n  a d a p t e d  lo  (b rm  a  M u s l i m  c u l t u r e  d i s t in c t  

f ro m  w h a t  is t o u n d  i?i the  M i d d l e  E as t  as  it ha s  b e e n  s h a p e d  by the  a g e - o ld  

lra<.lilions p r e v a le n t  he re .  It is t rue  that  1‘o r  th is  r e a s o n  the  a r e a  o f  S<nith 

A s ia  lias a l \ \ a \ s  f a s c in a te d  the  a t t e n t io n  o f 'a l !  t h o s e  s c ie n t i s t s  u  h o  w i s h  to  

o o k  al the  th rea i l ( s )  o f  u n i ly  in th e  d iv e r s i ty ;  e th n ic ,  l in g u is t i c ,  cu l tu ra l ,  

a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  a n d  m a n y  m o r e  d i m e n s i o n s  in a d d i t i o n  to  the  

g e o g r a p h i c a l  e n o r m i t )  . Pov eHy. t h o u g h ,  h a s  h a d  its s h a r e  o t  c o n t r i b u l i o n  

in c o n f o u n d i n g  tiie l in g u is t i c  l a n d s c a p e  o w i n g  to  f a c to r s  s u c h  as 

d o m i n a t i o n  o f  soti ie  l in g u is t i c  c o n im in i i t i e s  a n d  s u b j u g a t i o n  a n d  

m a r g i n a l i / a l i o n  o f  si>me o th e r s .  F o c u s  o n  s u c h  a l in g u is t i c  l a n d s c a p e  is all 

(he m o r e  r e l e \  a m  for  o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  in a c o m i t \  o f  l in i iu is ts  di'avvn f r o m  

d i l f e r e n l  s i ib f ie ld s  a n d  w i th  d i f f e r e n t  e n g a g e m c t i t s .  E v e n  th tn igh  it is t rue  

that  w h e r e a s  the  a r e a  b o a s t s  ol  no i  o n ly  a l m o s t  all c l i m a t i c  c o n d i t i o n s  but  

a l s o  m o r e  th an  28Vr o f  th e  to ta l  g lo b a l  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  fruit  a n d  v e g e t a b l e s ,  

s u b j u g a t e d  e c o n o m i c  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a n d  m a r g i n a l i z a t i o n  o f  s t )me l in g u i s t i c  

c o m m u n i t i e s  in s o m e  o f  the  a r e a s  o f  S o u t h  A s i a  h a v e  p o s e d  p o te n t i a l  

q u e s l i t in s  o f  surv i \  al o f  s o m e  l a n g u a g e s  in th is  l a n d s c a p e  tha t  n e e d  s e r i o u s  

a t t e n t io n  f o r  t h e i r  g r o w t h  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t .  T h e  in t r ig u in g  p o s i t i o n  g e t s  

m o r e  v i c io u s  in v i e w  o f  th e  s t r ik in g  r e a l i z a t i o n  in r e la t io n  to  th is  l i n g u is t i c  

l a n d s c a p e  tha t  the  n a tu ra l  l in g u is t i c  e x p o s u r e  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  an  a v e r a g e  

in d iv id u a l  in ih is  par t  o f  th e  w o r l d  is u n i q u e  in m a n y  w a y s  i n c l u d i n g  th e  

a m o u n t  a n d  ty p e  o f  m ul t i l in< iua l i sm .

It is no t  the  c a s e  th a t  the  e t h n o - l i n g u i s t i c  h e t e r o g e n e i t y  o f  J a m m u  a n d  

K a s h m i r  w a s  n e v e r  r e c o g n i z e d  as  a s ig n i f i c a n t  i m p e r a t i v e  fo r  

s o c i o e c o n o m i c  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  the  p e o p l e  th e re .  A s  p o i n t e d  o u t  by  

W a r i k o o  ( 2 0 0 1 ) ,  the  ‘N e w  K a s h m i r '  p r o g r a m m e ,  a s  e a r l y  as  1944,  h a d  

e n v i s a g e d  th e  d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  K a s h m i r i ,  D o g r i .  B a l t i ,  D a r d i .  P u n j a b i .  H in d i  

a n d  U r d u  a s  the  n a t io n a l  l a n g u a g e s  o f  th e  S ta t e  a n d  U r d u  as  (he  ' l i n g u a  

f r a n c a ’ o f  th e  S ta te .  S u c h  a p r o g r a m  h a d  p l a n n e d  to  e s t a b l i s h  S ta t e  

L a n g u a g e  A c a d e m y  to  e n c o u r a g e  s c h o l a r s  a n d  g r a m m a r i a n s  to  w o r k  on
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t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  oi  t h e s e  l a n g u a g e s  t h r o u g h  f o c u s  o n  t h e  i m p r o \ e m e n t  a n d  

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  th e  s c r i p t s ,  e n r i c h m e n t  t h r o u g h  l o r e i g n  t r a n s l a t i o n s ,  

e x a m i n i n g  h i s t o r y ,  a n d  p r o d u c i n g  d i c t i o n a r i e s  a n d  t e x t b o o k s ,  h i  a d d i t i o n  

to  th i s  t h e  p r o g r a m  h a d  a l s o  i d e n t i t i e d  th e  n e e d  to  o f l e r  S t a t e  s c h o l a r s h i p s  

f o r  t h e s e  l a n g u a g e s  a n d  to  e n c o u r a g e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o l  t h e  o n g o i n g  w o r k  a s  

alsi> l e n d  a p l a l t b r m  l o r  d u e  p u b l i c i t y  o i  th e  o n g o i n g  w o r k .  H o w e v e r ,  

n o t h i n g  w o r t h w h i l e  w a s  d o n e  in  th i s  r e g a r d  la te r .  U r d u ,  o t  c o u r s e ,  w a s  

a c c o r d e d  th e  s t a t u s  o f  a n  o f t l c i a l  l a n g u a g e  o f  t h e  s t a te .  B u t  n o  c r e d i b l e  

a c t i o n  p l a n  f o r  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  th e  l a n g u a g e s  s p o k e n  in t h e  s t a t e ,  a s  

h a d  b e e n  f o r e s e e n  e a r l i e r ,  w a s  i n i t i a t e d .  T h i s  is in s p i t e  o t  t h e  t a e l  t h a t  t h e  

p e o p l e  o f  th e  s t a t e  “ h a v e  in a i l  t h e  c e n s u s e s  u n a m b i g u o u s l y  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e i r  

i n d i g e n o u s  l a n g u a g e s  a s  t h e i r  ' m o t h e r -  t o n g u e s '  t h e r e b y  c o n s o l i d a t i n g  

t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  e t h n o - l i n g u i s t i c  a n d  c u l t u r a l  i d e n t i t i e s  (W a r ik o o .2 ( ) ( )  1). 

O f  c o u r s e  K a s h m i r i  w a s  l a t e r  i n c l u d e d  in  t h e  E i g h t h  S c h e d u l e  o t  

L a n g u a g e s  f o l l o w e d  b y  D o g r i  a n d  a  p e n d i n g  r e c e n t  b i l l  in P a r l i a m e n t  o t  

J n d i a  c o n c e r n i n g  i n c l u s i o n  o t  B h o t i  ( L a d a k h i )  in t h e  E i g h t h  S c h e d u l e  t o r  

w h i c h  a  u n a n i m o u s  r e s o l u t i o n  w a s  p a s s e d  b y  t h e  L a d a k h  A u t o n o m o u s  H i l l  

D e v e l o p n i e n t  C o i m c i l .  H o v \ e \ e r ,  o n l y  U r d u  w a s  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  o f t i c i a i  

l a n g u a g e  o f  t h e  s t a t e  o\' J a m m u  a n d  K a s h m i r  in  i ts c o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  

l a n g u a g e s  s u c h  a s  K a s h m i r i ,  D o g r i ,  B a l t i ,  D a r d i .  L a d a k h i  a n d  o t h e r s  w e r e  

le f t  t o  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  r e g i t m a l  l a n g u a g e s  w i t h  n o  s u b s t a n t i a l  s u p p o r t  b e i n g  

p r o v i d e d  f o r  t h e i r  g ro w  th  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t .

A l t h o u g h  adop t i t>n  o f  L h d u  ( w r i t t e n  in P e r s o - A r a b i c  s c r i p t )  a s  a n  i>t t ic ia l  

l a n g u a g e  o f  t h e  s t a t e  c o u l d  b r i n g  in  a  d i s t i n c t  c o s m o p o l i t a n  a t t i t u d e  a m o n g  

t h e  p e o p l e  o f  J a m m u  a n d  K a s h m i r  a n d  a l s o  e n a b l e d  t h e m  to  h a v e  th e  

c a p a b i l i t y  o f  w i d e r  b u s i n e s s  a n d  o t h e r  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  nu>sl o f  t h e  H i n d i -  

U r d u - s p e a k i n g  a r e a s  o f  h u l i a .  it r e l e g a t e d  K a s h m i r i  a n d  D o g r i .  t h e  m o t h e r  

l o n g u e s  o f  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  in  K a s h m i r  a n d  J a m m u  r e g i o n s ,  t o  t h e  

s t a t u s  o f  f i d d l e  l a n g u a g e s  in t h e i r  r e s p e c t i \ e  a r e a s  a s  n o n e  o t  t h e s e  w a s  

a c c o r d e d  d u e  i m p o r t a n c e  f o r  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t o r  a  l o n g  t i m e  

e v e n  u n t i l  s e v e r a l  l i n g u i s t s  w e r e  c r y i n g  h o a r s e  in  t h e i r  s u p p o r t .  A m o n g  t h e  

e d u c a t e d  a n d  e l i t e  e v e n  t h e  o n l y  o f f i c i a l  l a n g u a g e  o f  t h e  s t a t e  s e e m s  to  

a c q u i r e  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  n o  b e t t e r  t h a n  a  c o n c u b i n e  t o  E n g l i s h .  A  c r i t i c a l  

a p p r a i s a l  o f  t h e  m e t a m o r p h o s i s  o t  l a n g u a g e  a n d  p o l i t i c s  a n d  t h e  v a r i o u s  

i s s u e s  t h a t  h a v e  i n f l u e n c e d  t h i s  o v e r  a  p e r i o d  o f  t h e  la s t  s ix  d e c a d e s  a n d
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yow hinuua^jes o i  \h c  s la te  h a v e  sii lTcrcd d u e  to t h e m  is not  the  to p ic  o f  

iiiajiM- Ib eu s  here ,  w h a l  ei 'nerijes as  a b indii i i i  a rsLimcnt  is the  fac( tha t  

i s sues  ol' la i iuuaiie  in K a s h m i r  h a \ ‘e h i rue ly  been  s w a y e d  bv  o t h e r  

o v e r t o n e s  th u s  r e s u h in i i  a sv s ie n ia t i c  d i s c a r d  o r  n e s l e c t  o f  l a n u u a a e s  o f  

J a m m u  and  K a s h m i r i W a r i k o o .  2(101). N o t  o n ly  h a v e  the  l a n g u a g e s  

s p o k e n  b \  s m a l l e r  c o m m u n i i i e s  sulTcrcd, s o m e  o f  t h e m  in c h in g  c lo s e r  to  

theii '  le in i i i ia l  d e a th  a n d  thus  show 'ing  the  p o ten t ia l  o f  b e c o m i n g  a m a i l e r  

oi' pas t  in lu lu re  if  r e m e d ia l  m e a s u r e s  lo r  s a f e g u a r d i n g  t i ie ir  g r o w t h  a n d  

d e \ e h ) p m e n t  a re  not  a d e q u a t e l y  t a k e n  up.  but  a l s o  the  l a n g u a g e s  o f  the  

d o m i n a n t  c o m m u n i t i e s  h a v e  su f fe re d .  W h y  s h o u l d  P o tw a r i .  w i th  its o w n  

d i s t in c t  liiiLaiistic fea tu re s ,  a lm o s t  lack  in a n y  c u r r e n t  o f  l i t e ra ry  t r a d i t io n  

w h e n  it is \ e r v  r ich  in fo lk lo re .  k n o \ \  ledi!e b a se  a n d  o t h e r  o ra l  t r a d i t i o n s ?
V  w

O n e  has  to  rea l ly  m a k e  a s c ien t i f i c  s t u d y  to  e x a m i n e  h o w  m u c h  m o r e  

p e o p l e  s p e a k i n g  Sl i ina .  in a n d  a r o u n d  D ra s s  v a l l e y  o f  L a d a k h ,  c o u l d  h a v e  

g a i n e d  h a d  th e re  b e e n  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  fo r  natui 'al  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  th e i r  

l a n g u a g e  lo e n a b l e  t h e m  s h a r p e n  th e i r  a c u m e n  to  a c q u i r e  sk i l l s  t h r o u g h  

c o m m i m i c a i i \ e  c o m p e t e n c e  in the  m o t h e r  tongi^ie. P e o p le  b e l o n g i n g  to  the  

s m a l l e r  d i a s p o r a  c o m m u n i t y  o\ P a s h l u n  d e s c e n t  s c a t t e r e d  in K a s h m i r ,  

m o r e  s p e c i f i c a l ly  in s o u t h w e s t e r n  par t .  h a \ e  m a i n t a i n e d  th e i r  id en t i ty  as  an 

e th t i ic  eroLi:) a n d  a l so  th e i r  laniiuaize P a s h to  t h o u g h  in r e s t r i c t e d  d o m a i n s  

o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  w h e r e  as d i a s p o r a  s e t t l e m e n t s  o f  th e  c o m m u n i t y  

e l s e w h e r e  in s o m e  o t h e r  pa r ts  ol  Ind ia  d o  not  u se  P a s h t o  a n y m o r e  a n d  

h a v e  s w i t c h e d  to  U i d u .  S m a l l e r  n u m b e r  (>f P o t w a r i - s p e a k e r s  hi th e  s ta te  

w o u l d  a l s o  be  an interest iniz i s sue  ti> b e  hx^ked at  in r e l a t io n  to  its a f f in i ty
w  •

u  ith P aha r i .  N u m b e r  oi p e o p l e  s p e a k i n g  Balt i  ha s  c o n s i d e r a b l s  dw ind led .  

T h e  c a s e  oi' Kishl \s 'ar i  is a n o th e r .  I : \ e n  t h o u g h  th e re  s e e m s  to b e  m u c h  

i m p a c t  o f  o t h e r  l a n g u a g e s  in its c o n ta c t  in the  m u l t i l i n g u a l  a rea .  K i s h tw a r i  

is stili s p o k e n  in the  d is t r ic t  o\ K i s h l u a r  a n d  th e  a r e a s  a d j o i n i n g  it. W i t h  no 

s i im i f ica n t  e v i d e n c e  ol  a n \  l i t e ra ry  a c t iv i t i e s  in the  laneua ize  c a n  

i n t e r e s t i n i i h  v ie ld  e \  i d e n c e s  o f  a r c h a ic  g e n e a lo g i c a l  a f f in i ty  a n d  th u s  bo a
w ^  w  C r

s o u rc e  o f  l in i iu is t ic  d a ta  o f  h i s to r ica l  l i n u a i s t i c  si>inificance.  T h e  c a s e  o f  

G u ja r i  is e \ e n  m o i e  a p p e a l in g .  AI(lK)ugh s tu d i e s  h a \ e  b e e n  d o n e  o n  th is  

a n g u a g e  tlurs b r i n g i n g  o u t  its u n i q u e  l in g u is t i c  fe a tu re s ,  it is the  

r e c o g n i t i o n  ol th is  e th n ic  g i o u p  as  a s c h e d u l e d  t r ibe  by  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  

Ind ia  w h ich  has  e v o k e d  a s p i r a t i o n s  \n  P a h a r i - s p e a k e r s  in s o m e  a r e a s  o f  the  

s ta te .  But .  w h a t  is in t i ' igu ing  in th e  f irs t  i n s t a n c e  is w h y  w e r e  G u j a r s  in
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J a m i n u  a n d  K a s h i n i r  i n c l u d e d  w i t h  H i n d i - s p c a k e r s  in th e  C e n s u s  o f  1 9 8 ! ?  

T h i s  d e n i e d  t h e m  th e i r  e t h n i c  id en t i ty .  A n y  suc l i  s t e p  n o t  o n l y  v i o l a t e s  th e  

p r i n c i p l e  o f  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  o f  p r o p e r  s c i e n t i f i c  da ta ,  b u t  a l s o  th e  b a s i c  

p r o p r i e t y  o f  s u c h  a n  e n n m e r a t i o n .  Scho la rs*  w h o  h a v e  d e a l t  w i t h  th e  n o t i o n  

o f  e t h n i c i t y  at l en g th .  g i \  e a d i f f e r e n t  v i e w p o i n t :  “ Im p l i c i t  in th e  i d e a  o f  an  

e t h n i c  g r o u p  is t h e  id e a  tha t  m e m b e r s  a n d  n o n - m e m b e r s  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  

d i s t i n c t i o n  a n d  a n t i c i p a t e  tha t  s i g n i f i c a n t  a c t i o n s  a r e  o r  c o u l d  be  

c o n d i t i o n e d  o n  it. S o  it is n a tu r a l  a n d  p e r h a p s  n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  “ r ig h t  l is t ’' o f  

th e  e t h n i c  g r o u p s  f o r  a c o u n t r y  d e p e n d  o n  w h a t  p e o p l e  in t h e  c o u n t r y  

i d e n t i f y  a s  t h e  m o s t  s o c i a l l y  r e l e v a n t  e t h n i c  g r o u p i n g s "  ( F e a r o n ,  2 0 0 3 ) .

M a n y  o f  t h e  l a n g u a g e s  d i s c u s s e d  h e r e  h a v e  d i s p l a y e d  m u c h  e n d u r a n c e  

a n d  h a v e  t h u s  s u s t a i n e d  t h r o u g h  l o n g  p e r i o d s  o f  h i s t o r i c a l l y  a d v e r s e  

c o n d i t i o n s  fo r  t h e i r  g r o w t h  a n d  d e \ ' e l o p m e n t .  c e r t a i n  d i s a d v a n t a g e o u s  

p r e s s u r e s  c a u s i n g  i m m e n s e  h u r t  to  t h e i r  n a tu r a l  g r o w t h ,  s o m e  o f  t h e m  

e v e n  l o s i n g  t h e i r  i n h e r i t e d  w 'r i t ing  s y s t e m s  u n d e r  th e  d o m i n a t i o n  o f  o t h e r  

l a n g u a g e s  at  t i m e s  ( th e  c a s e  o f  Bal t i .  s ti l l  s p o k e n  b y  a  l a rg e  n u m b e r  o f  

p e o p l e )  a n d  t h u s  n o t  n o u r i s h i n g  the  w a y  t h e s e  l a n g u a g e s  s h o u l d  h a v e  
c \ o h  ed.

B a s i c  Q u e s t i o n s

D o e s  p o \ e r t y  a f f e c t  language*.^ T h e  fac t  th a t  p o v e r t y  c a n  a f f e c t  l a n g u a g e  

d e a t h  a n d  c a n  a l s o  p r o v e  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  s p e a k e r s  o f  d y i n g  a s  w e l l  a s  n o n -  

c n d a n g c r e d  l a n g u a g e s  in a c c e s s i n g  n e c e s s a r y  r e s o u r c e s  n e e d e d  f o r  g r o w t h  

a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  is n o w  w e l l  r e c o g n i z e d  b y  l in g u i s t s .  A w a r e  o f  t h i s .  th ey ,  

n o  d o u b t ,  n o w  s e e m  to  h a \ e  a f o c u s  o n  th i s  i s s u e  in  a b r o a d  p e r s p e c t i v e  

c u t t i n g  a c r o s s  a  n u m b e r  o f  d i s c i p l i n e s  a n d  d o m a i n s  ( M a r b e r t  e t  a l  ( E d s . )  

( 2 0 0 8 ) .  E v e n  t i io u g h  Ind ia 's  o f f i c i a l  e s t i m a t e  to  m e a s u r e  p o v e r t y  h a s  a l s o  

b e e n  l a r g e l y  l o p s i d e d  a s  it i g n o r e s  m a n y  i m p o r t a n t  p a r a m e t e r s  n e c e s s a r y  

f o r  h u m a n  l i \  in g  a n d  surx iva l  s i n c e  it h a s  l o n g  b e e n  b a s e d  s o l e l y  u p o n  th e  

a b i l i t y  to  p u r c h a s e  a  m i n i m u m  r e c o m m e n d e d  d a i l y  d i e t  o f  2 , 4 0 0  

k i l o c a l o r i e s  ( k c a l )  in ru ra l  a r e a s  w h e r e  a b o u t  7 0  p e r c e n t  o f  p e o p l e  l ive ,  a n d  

2 , 1 0 0  k c a i  in u r b a n  a r e a s  ( H a u b  a n d  S h a r m a .  2 0 1 0 ) .  a p o s s i b l e  c o r r e l a t i o n  

b e t w e e n  p o v e r t y  a n d  l a n g u a g e  is a r e a l i t y  w h e r e  th e  t r ib a l  a n d  m i n o r  

l a n g u a g e  c o m m u n i t i e s  r e m a i n  m a r g i n a l i z e d  f o r  n o t  h a v i n g  a d e q u a t e  

i n i t i a t i v e s  o t  l a n g u a g e  d e v e l o p m e n t  T h e  e s s e n t i a l  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  th e  

e m p l o y a b i l i t y  o t  s u c h  a p e r s p e c t i v e  t o  th e  i s s u e s  o f  l a n g u a g e  d e v e l o p m e n t
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a n d  ihc n e e d  to r  a t b c u s  o n  the  l inuii is l ie  l a n d s c a p e  n m t i v a t e d  f o r  tlie 

rcas t ins  as  m e n t i o n e d  a h o \ ' e .  U nd e i ' l in in g  the  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f ' l a n g u a g e  a n d  

h ig h l ig h t i n g  the  ro le  that  l a n g u a g e  can  pla>' in h u m a n  d e \ e l o p m e n l  in ea r ly  

c h i ld l io o d  as  a k e y  to the  c h i l d ' s  lulLne a c a d c n i i c  s u c c e s s ,  in a p a p e r  the  

Lh'ban C hild h i s t i tu te  at M e m p h i s .  1 e n n c s s e c  p o in t s  tuit how l a n g u a u e  can  

■Jicak the  c>'clc ol' p o \ e r l > .  “ T e a c h i j ig  y o u n g  c h i l d r e n  v o c a b u l a r y  sk i l l s  

t h ro u g h  c o n v e r s a t i o n  c a n  h e lp  t h e m  d o  s ig n i f i c a n t ly  h e l t c r  la te r  in l i fe ."

T h e  cruN o f  the  m a t t e r  can  r e a s o n a b l )  be e x p l a i n e d  b y  c o n s i d e r i n g  the  

c ru c ia l  s t r ik in g  q u e s t io n :  W hu( is i lc v c lo p iu c n f  '/ In a n y  c a se ,  the  n o t io n  o f  

d c \ 'cU )p m en t  can  be c o n s t r u e d  o n l y  as  a h o l i s t i c  nolit>n. A U N E S C O  r e p o n  

o f  1993 o n  " (  u l tu ra l  D i m e n s i o n s  o f  D c \ e l o p m e n i "  r e g a r d s  d e v c l o p m e n l  

no t  as  a n eu t ra l  c o n c e p t  c a p a b l e  o f  u n i \ e r s a l  a p p l i c a t io n .  A s  p o i n t e d  o u t  b v  

S a r a s w a t i  ( 1 9 9 7 ) .  tw o  i s s u e s  b e c o m e  n e c e s s a r y  to be  c o n s i d e r e d  in th is  

r eg a rd .  Firs t ,  in its g e n e r a l  s e n s e  the  n o t io n  of' d e v e l o p m e n t  has  a l w a y s  

t e n d e d  to o r ig in a l ly  r e f e r  to  " l in e a l  p r o g re s s ,  g r o w t h ,  a d v a n c c m c t i t ,  

i n c r e a s e  o f  m c o m e  a n d  a r igh t  to ga in  it o r  an  im prov  e m e n t  in the  q u a l i t y  

o f  l ife a s  a c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  o n e ' s  achiev e m e n t . "  S e c o n d ,  the  n o t i o n  has  

u n d e r g o n e  a c h a n g e  in its m e a n i n g .  " M o d e r n  m a n  is d a z z l e d  a n d  b l in d e d  

■>> the  i m a g e  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  as  s o m e th in i i  i n h e r i t e d  f ro m  a d v a n c i n u  

t e c h n o lo g y .  D e \  e l o p m e n t  is m o r e  o r  less  a s e p a r a t e  c o n s t r u c t ,  gov e r n e d  b y  

Its o w n  law s ,  a sanc t iH cr .  a n d  a c u l tu ra l  m a rk e r .  F o r  th e  .so-cal led

it is a n e w  c u l iu r e ,  a new sp i r i tu a l i ty ,
a n e w  p a th  to  s a l v a t i o n . "

 ̂ ^  I Zf c C-l till. al o r  m i n o r i t y  l a n g u a g e

c o m m u n i t y  n e e d s  to  be  d e v e l o p e d  a n d  p r o m o t e d ?  it is e s s e n t i a l l y  d r i v e n  

h \  its w i d e r  a c c e p t a n c e  b y  the  c o m m u n i t v  a s  n e c e s s a r y  fo r  its ro le  in 

ov eraU dev e l o p m e n t  o t ' t h e  c o m m u n i l y  o n  th e  o n e  h a n d  a n d  fo r  its ro le  in 

m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  th e  e t h n o l i n g u i s t i c  i d e n t i ty  a n d  s u r v iv a l  o f  its e x i s t e n c e  on  

th e  o th e r .  T h i s  is f u r th e r  m o t i v a t e d  b y  th e  fac t  th a t  l a n g u a g e  p l a y s  a  far  

m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  ro le  th an  can  b e  g a u g e d  d u e  to  its c r e a t i \  e p o te n t i a l  in s ign  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  c r u c i a l l y  i n v o l v e d  in s y m b o l i c  t o r m s  a n d  p r o c e s s e s ,  c r e a t i v e  

e x p r e s s i v e  e n t e i p r i s e s  o t  th e  c o m m u n i t y ,  a n d  as  a  v ital u n i f y i n g  fo rce .  

ll'hcif is a n  e th n ic  id e n t i ty : '  A n  e th n ic  id e n t i ty  e x i s t s  t h r o u g h  th e  m e m b e r s  

of a c o m m u n i t y  th a t  p o s tu l a t e s ,  m a i n t a i n s  e x p r e s s e s  its id en t i ty .  F e a r o n  

( 2 0 0 3 )  a r g u e s .  'T m p l i e i t  in th e  id ea  o f  a n  e th n i c  g r o u p  is  t h e  id ea  th a t  

m e m b e r s  a n d  n o n - m e m b e r s  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  a n d  a n t i c i p a t e  tha t
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s ig n i f ic an t  a c t i o n s  a rc  o r  c o u l d  b e  c o n d i t i o n e d  o n  it. S o  it is n a tu r a l  a n d  

p e r h a p s  n e c e s s a r y  tha t  th e  ' r ig h t  l i s t '  o f  e t h n i c  g r o u p s  fo r  a c o u n t r y  d e p e n d  

o n  w h a t  p e o p l e  in th e  c o u n t r y  id e n t i fy  as  th e  m o s t  s o c i a l l y  r e l e v a n t  e th n i c  

g r o u p i n g s . "

T h e  i d e a  is c e m e n t e d  b y  the  fact  tha t  not  o n l y  c u l t u r e  c o n s i s t s  in the  t 'orms 

a n d  p r o c e s s e s  o f  b e h a v i o r  w h i c h  m a n  a c q u i r e s  t h r o u g h  h i s  in n a te  

p o te n t i a l i t i e s ,  b u t  it is a l s o  e q u a l l y  t rue  tha t  e v e n  i f  o b j e c t s  o r  a r t i f a c t s  e x i s t  

i n d e p e n d e n t l y  o f  th e  o r g a n i s m  e n d o w e d  w i th  e f f i c i e n t  p o w e r  tha t  e n a b l e s  

t h e m  to  m a k e  o r  d e v e l o p  t h e m s e l v e s  a c c o r d i n g  to  t h e i r  o w n  n a tu ra l  law s ,  

l a n g u a g e  r e m a i n s  b y  f a r  th e  m o s t  s ig n i f i c a n t  s in g le  c u l tu r a l  r e s o u r c e  to  

p r o v i d e  s y n e r g y  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i n g  a  m o d e l  fo r  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  so c ia l  t ru th  

a n d  rea l i ty  a n d  th u s  e v e n t u a l l y  e n a b l i n g  a  l a n g u a g e  c o m m u n i t y  a t t a in  its 

o w n  p r e f e r r e d  w o r l d  s h a p e d  by  its o w n  i m a g i n a t i o n  a n d  v a lu es .

A n o t h e r  o b v i o u s  r e a s o n  f o r  o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  th e  i s s u e s  o f  l a n g u a g e  

d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  th e  n e e d  fo r  f o c u s  o n  l in g u is t i c  l a n d s c a p e  p a r t i c u l a r ly  in 

r e la t io n  to  a  s t a te  l ike  J a m m u  a n d  K a s h m i r  is tha t  it is  h e r e  w h e r e  s e v e r a l  

t r iba l  l a n g u a g e s  h a v e  b e e n  m a r g i n a l i z e d  a m o n g  o t h e r s  b y  fa c to r s  o t  

u r b a n i z a t i o n  a n d  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  a s  w e l l .  It s e e m s  e q u a l l y  a p p r o p r i a t e  to  

r e g a r d  u r b a n i z a t i o n  a n d  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  h a v e ,  a s  e l s e w h e r e  in In d ia ,  

c o n t r i b u t e d  to  c r e a t i n g  a  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  c le f t  b y  s e e k i n g  to  e s t a b l i s h  a 

l a r g e r  d o m i n a n t  l a n g u a g e  c o m m u n i t y  in th e  m a i n s t r e a m  a n d  th e  w e a k e r  

a l t e rn a te  l a n g u a g e  c o m m u n i t i e s  o u t s i d e  t h e  m a i n s t r e a m .  W h a t e v e r  

d e v e l o p m e n t  h a s  p e r p e t u a t e d  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  o f  g r o w t h  a n d  m o d e r n i z a t i o n ,  

th e  p e r io d  o f  t u r b u l e n c e  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g ,  s u c h  a l t e r n a t e  l a n g u a g e  

c o m m u n i t i e s  s e e m  to  h a v e  b e e n  f u r t h e r  m a r g i n a l i z e d  a s  t h e i r  l a n g u a g e s ,  

l ike  in  c a s e  o f  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  t r ib a l  o r  m i n o r i t y  l a n g u a g e s  in S o u t h  A s ia ,  

h a v e  n o t  b e e n  len t  s u b s t a n t i a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e i r  d e v e l o p m e n t .  V i s - a - v i s  

l i n g u i s t i c  l a n d s c a p e  s o c i o l i n g u i s t s  l o o k  at  th e  c o m p l e x  c o n n e c t i o n s  

b e t w e e n  th e  v a r i a t i o n s  w i t h i n  a  l a n g u a g e  a n d  t h e  m a t c h i n g  v a r i a t i o n s  in 

t h e  s o c ia l  g r o u p s  th a t  u s e  it. A l t e r n a t i v e l y  t h e y  m a y  b e  i n c l i n e d  to  f o c u s  o n  

t h e  s o c i a l l y  m a r k e d  v a r i a n t s  ( C r o f t ,  2 0 0 3 ) .

S u c h  i s s u e s  o f  l a n g u a g e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  th e  n e e d  f o r  f o c u s  o n  l i n g u i s t i c  

l a n d s c a p e  h a v e  r e m a i n e d  n e g l e c t e d  f o r  l o n g  p r i m a r i l y  o w i n g  to  th e  

d o g m a t i c a l l y  d i v i d e d  r e s p e c t i v e  t h e o r e t i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e s  a n d  p u r s u i t s .  It is 

o n l y  in  l a s t  t w o  d e c a d e s  t h a t  a n  i n c r e a s i n g  a t t e n t i o n  is  b e i n g  g i v e n  to  t h e m .
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In the  p as t  m a n y  d e c a d e s  o f  th e  last c e n t u r y  t h e  C h o m s k i a n  a n d  th e  

G r e e n b e r g i a n  a p p r o a c h e s  h a v e  ol ' len c l a s h e d  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r  f o r  a  v a r i e t y  

o f  r e a s o n s  a n d  c o m p u l s i o n s  t h o u g h  th e  a p p r o a c h e s  h a v e  a l s o  r e v e a l e d  

m a n y  s im i la r i t i e s :

A n a l y s i s  o f  l a n g u a g e  s t r u c tu r e

B o t h  r a i s e  t h e  se r ia l  q u e s t i o n  o f  l in g u is t i c s :  W h a t  is a  p o s s ib l e  

h u m a n  l a n e u a i i c ?

U n i v e r s a l s  tha t  h o ld  o f  all  l a n g u a g e s

E x p l a n a t i o n s  f o r  l i n g u i s t i c  u n i v e r s a l s  res t  o n  u n i v e r s a l  h u m a n
abi l i t i es

C r o s s - l i n g u i s t i c  c o m p a r i s o n  in b o t h  th e  a p p r o a c h e s  p l a c e s  the  

e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  l i n g u i s t i c  p h e n o m e n a  in a s i n g l e  l a n g u a g e  in a  

n e w  a n d  d i f f e r e n t  p e r s p e c t i v e .

Is w o r l d  m o n o l i t h i c ?  C e r t a i n l y  no t .  in as  m u c h  w o r l d  c o n t a i n s  c o p i o u s  

d i v e r s i t i e s  c h a r a c t e r i z i n g  its g e o m o i p h o l o g y  a s  w e l l  a s  d e m o g r a p h y .  

E t h n i c  a n d  l i n g u i s t i c  d i v e r s i t i e s  a re  a b o u n d i n g .  In S o u t h  A s i a  s u c h  

d i v e r s i t i e s  a re  f a r  m o r e  s t r i k in g  th a n  a n y w h e r e  e l s e .  T r i b e s  h a v e  a l w a y s  

b e e n  a  p a r t  o f  S o u t h  A s i a n  r e a l i t y  a n d  s o  h a v e  b e e n  th e  t r ib a l  a n d  m i n o r i t y  

l a n g u a g e s .  B u t  o w i n g  to  t h e  la ck  o f  n a tu r a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  g r o w t h  a n d  

d e v e l o p m e n t  o t  m a n y  t r ib a l  a n d  m i n o r  c o m m u n i t y  l a n g u a g e s ,  

s o c i o p o l i t i c a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  d i s p a r i t i e s  p r e c i p i t a t e d  m o r e  b y  l a c k  o f  p o l i c y  

i n i t i a t iv e s  o r  t h e i r  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r  f a c to r s  h a v e  a d d e d  to  

f u r t h e r  m a r g i n a l i z a t i o n  o t  s u c h  l i n g u i s t i c  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  t h e i r  l a n g u a g e s .  

M o t h e r  t o n g u e  e d u c a t i o n ,  a t  lea s t  at  th e  in i t ia l  s t a g e  o f  e l e m e n t a r y  

e d u c a t i o n ,  is  b a r e  m i n i m u m  o n e  c a n  t h i n k  o f  d o i n g  w i t h o u t  a n y  f u r t h e r  
d e l a y .

W h y  d o  w e  n e e d  to  d e v e l o p  m o t h e r  t o n g u e  r e s o u r c e s  in t r ib a l  l a n g u a g e s ?  

D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  th e  m o t h e r  t o n g u e  r e s o u r c e s  in t r iba l  l a n g u a g e s  is  l i n k e d  

to  th e  e t h n o l i n g u i s t i c  i d e n t i t y  a n d  p r e s e r v a t i o n  a n d  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  o f  

l i n g u i s t i c  r e s o u r c e s ,  a n d  th e  n e e d  o f  t h e  m i n o r i t y  l a n g u a g e s  in  t h e i r  

s u r v i v a l ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a s  l a rg e  d o m i n a t i n g  l a n g u a g e s  in  t h e i r  c o n t a c t  m a y  

s o m e t i m e s  p o s e  p o t e n t i a l  t h r e a t  to  s m a l l e r  l a n g u a g e s .  M o t h e r  t o n g u e  is 

a l s o  c r u c i a l  a s  it c o r r e l a t e s  t o  p o v e r t y  in m a n y  c a s e s  o f  t r ib a l  a n d  m a r g i n a l  

l a n g u a g e s .  E n h a n c i n g  a n d  d e v e l o p i n g  l i n g u i s t i c  r e s o u r c e s  in  m o t h e r
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t o n g u e  o f  s u c h  l a n g u a g e  c o m m u n i t i e s  can  b e  a  m e a n s  o f  a m e l i o r a t i n g  the  

s ta tu s  o f  s u c h  l a n g u a g e - s p e a k i n g  m in o r i t y  c o m m u n i t i e s  w h ic h  o th e r w i s e  

r e m a i n  d e p r i v e d  f o r  n o t  b e i n g  ab le  t o  h a v e  l a rg e ly  a n d  t im e ly  a c c e s s  to  

v i ta l  po l i t ica l ,  soc ia l ,  a n d  e c o n o m i c  in f o r m a t io n  a n d  o f  n o t  b e i n g  a b le  to  

a c h i e v e  a  d e s i r a b le  leve l  o f  l i t e racy  a n d  e d u c a t io n .  M e m b e r s  o f  s u c h  

d e p r i v e d  l a n g u a g e  c o m m u n i t i e s  r e m a i n  i l l - e q u ip p e d  o r  d i s a d v a n t a g e o u s  

, n o t  o n l y  w i th  r e g a rd s  to  r e c e iv in g  in f o r m a t io n  t h r o u g h  l in g u is t ic  r e s o u r c e s  

b u t  a l s o  u n a b le  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e m s e l v e s  v i s -a -v i s  su c h  vital  i n f o rm a t io n ,  a  

h a n d i c a p  o f  an  u n d e v e l o p e d  l a n g u a g e .  T h e  u n d e v e l o p e d  o r  

u n d e r d e v e l o p e d  s ta tus  o f  l a n g u a g e  o f  a  m a r g i n a l i z e d  t r iba l  c o m m u n i t y  

m a y  re f lec t  u p o n  a  w e i r d  o r  im p l i c i t  p lo y  o f  the  d o m i n a t i n g  l a n g u a g e  

c o m m u n i t y  to  s u b ju g a t e  th e  l a n g u a g e  o f  the  m a r g i n a l i z e d  tr ibal  

c o m m u n i t y  to  th e  a d v a n t a g e o u s  p o s i t io n  o f  the  d o m i n a t i n g  l a n g u a g e  a n d  

c o m m u n i t y .  I m p o s i t i o n  o f  th e  d o m i n a n t  l a n g u a g e  as th e  e s s e n t ia l  

i n f l ex ib le  s t a n d a r d  l a n g u a g e  a  pa r t  o f  th e  l a r g e r  s u b c o n s c i o u s  d e s ig n  to  

a c h i e v e  a n d  m a in t a in  c o n t ro l  o v e r  n a tu ra l  r e s o u r c e s  o v e r  w h i c h  th e  

m a r g i n a l i z e d  l a n g u a g e  c o m m u n i t y  c o u l d  a l s o  lay  c l a i m  to  b u t  d o  n o t  d o  so  

f o r  b e i n g  ig n o ra n t  o r  i l l - i n f o r m e d  a b o u t  t h e i r  p a r t i c ip a to r y  c l a im .  It is 

p a r t i c u la r ly  r e l e v a n t  in  v i e w  o f  the  fact  tha t  m a n y  o f  th e  m a j o r  s t r u g g le s  

t o d a y  a re  t a k in g  p l a c e  a r o u n d  th e  r igh t  to  u s e  o r  e x p lo i t  n a tu ra l  r e s o u rc e s .

Is  ‘s t a n d a r d ’ l a n g u a g e  in f le x ib le ?  M a n y  o f  the  a r t ic le s  in  W i l l i a m s  ( 1 9 7 0 )  

e x a m i n e  a n d  q u e s t i o n  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  in t l e x ib i l i ty  o f  a  s t a n d a r d  l a n g u a g e  a s  

a n  e s s e n t ia l  p a r a m e t e r  o f  all d o m a i n s  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a s  b e i n g  

in a p p ro p r i a t e .  A l t h o u g h  c h a n g e s  a re  e m e r g i n g ,  s o c i e ty  in  m o s t  o f  S o u t h  

A s i a  is stil l  d i v i d e d  b y  c la s s ,  e th n ic i ty ,  a n d  g e n d e r  b i a s e s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  

a n  e n i g m a t i c  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  b e i n g  d e p r i v e d  o f  an  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  

c o m m u n i c a t i n g  a n d  a c q u i r i n g  l i t e ra c y  a n d  e lem en t iu 'y  e d u c a t i o n  in M T  to r  

th e  m a r g i n a l i z e d  t r iba l  c o m m u n i t y .  I n d ig n a t i o n  o f  m a r g i n a l i z e d  m i n o r  

l a n g u a g e s  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  a l l o w e d  to  c o n t i n u e  a n y  m o r e .  R e c o g n i z i n g  

s e n s i t iv i ty  t o w a r d s  im p l i c a t i o n s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  s u c h  l a n g u a g e s  is  the  

n e e d  o f  th e  d a y  a n d  l i n g u i s t s  h a v e  to  c o m e  f o r w a r d  to  e x a m i n e  a n d  

d e l ib e r a t e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e l y  i s s u e s  o f  l a n g u a g e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  t h e  n e e d  

f o r  h a v i n g  th e i r  d i v e r s e  c u l tu r a l  a n d  b io lo g ic a l  id e n t i ty  in  d i v e r s e  

e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  g e o g r a p h i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  w i t h  p e c u l i a r  e c o l o g i c a l  

c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  s y s t e m s



l iK i  r i l is(  i p l i n n i v  lo u in . i l  n( |.ln‘̂ i i !st ics  ( I j L  Vol ,S)

W lull [s a s u r n r i s i i m h  a m a i l e r  (if  d i s m a y  is iha l  in c i i l i rc  S o u t h  A s i a  ih e re  

;nv o n l y  a I'eu l i iha l  r e s e a r c h  in s l i tu te s  a n d  e \ e n  t h o s e  to o  a re  in a p i t i a b le  

c o n i l i i i o n s  w ith n n n i n i a l  teac l i in i i  a n d  r e s e a r c h  l a c u l ty .  a n d  e v e n  i f  th e r e  is 

s u c h  a m i n n n a l  l a c t ih x .  m a n y  o f  t h e m  a re  n e i t h e r  t r a in e d  in l in g u i s t i c s  

w h e n  l h e \  w o r k  on  Ir ihal  l a n e u a i i e s  n o r  a rc  the \ '  oClen d r a w n  f r o m  

a n (h i i> p o lo g \  e \ e n  (hou^ l i  th e )  a re  working!  in t r iba l  s tu d ie s .

K e e p i n g  in \ i e w  that  ihe  s ta le  ol J a m m u  a n d  K a s h m i r  h a s  s e v e ra l  

h i n g n a g e s  sp t ik c n  th e r e  t h o u g h  K a s h m i r i  a n d  D o g r i  l i a p p cn  to  b e  th e  m a j o r  

d o m i n a n t  l a n g u a g e s  a l o n g  w i th  a  p r e e m i n e n t  p t )s i l ion  ol' U r d u  ( s p o k e n  

H in d i  inci iKled).  the  t>llicial l a n g u a g e  o f  tlie s ta te  in the  l a r g e r  c o n t e x t  a n d  

h n g i i s l i  a m o n g  the  e d u c a t e d  e l i te .  A s i m i l a r  s i t u a t io n  e x i s t s  w i th  r e g a r d s  to  

L a d d a k h i  in th e  L a d d a k h  r e g io n  w i th  the  p o s i t i o n  oi  U r d u  a n d  E n g l i s h  

b e i n g  the  s a m e .  T h e r e  a re  s e v e r a l  t r iba l  a n d  m i n o r  l a n g u a g e s  s p o k e n  by  

th e  c o m m u n i t i e s  s p a r s e l s  a n d  i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  s c a t t e r e d  all o v e r  th e  s ta te  

v\'hicii d o  noi  f ind  an> c r e d i b l e  s u p p o r t  w i t h  r e g a r d s  to  t h e i r  d e v e l o p m e n t  

a n d  d o c i m i e n t a t i o n .  It is (a i r ly  e s t a b l i s h e d  f r o m  th e  f o r e g o n e  d i s c u s s i o n s  

that  a c o n c e r t e d  e n t e r p r i s e  o f  l i n g u i s t i c  e n g a g e m e n t  a n d  r e s e a r c h  w i t h  a 

i o c u s  o n  l i n g u i s t i c  d e \ e l o p m e n l  a n d  l a n g u a g e  d e v e l o p m e n t  in J a m m u  a n d  

K a s h m i r  is n e e d  o f  th e  d a \  foi fo l low i i i i i  r e a s o n s :
w

1. T<i i m p a r t  l i t e r a c y  sk i l l s  a n d  c o m m u n i c a l i v e  c o m p e t e n c e  to  th e  

d i v e r s e  r a n g e  o f  p e o p l e  s p e a k i n g  d i f f e r e n i  l a n g u a g e s .  T h i s  is 

l e a s o n a b l y  j u s t i f i e d  as  m o s t  o t  th e  t h e s e  c o m m u n i t i e s  s p e a k i n g  

th e s e  t r iba l  a n d  m in t ) r  l a n g u a g e s  h a v e  l a r g e ly  r e m a i n e d  d e p r i v e d  o f  

th e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  g a i n s  o f  l i t e i a c y  a n d  e d u c a t i o n  a l o n g  w i t h  o t h e r  

b e n e f i t s  o f  a n  u p w a r d  soc ia l  n K n e n ie n *  tha t  o i t e n  a c c o m p a n i e s  

v \ i th  e c o n o m i c  p r o s p e r i t y  ol  th e  p e o p l e  w h o  g a in  t h e m .  It w o u l d  

a l s o  e n a b l e  t h e s e  c o m m u n i t i e s  to  e x p l o r e  in fu tu re  th e  p o t e n t i a l  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o r  h a r n e s s i n g  e x c e l l e n c e  t h r o u g h  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  at 

a  l a r g e r  sca le .

2. T o  d e v e l o p  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  s k i l l s  in p a r t i c u l a r  a n d  to  e n h a n c e  a n d  

c u l t i v a t e  c o m m u n i c a t i v e  c o m p e t e n c e  in g e n e r a l .  T h i s  is  d e s i r a b l e  

in o r d e r  to  e n h a n c e  the  c o m m u n i c a l i v e  sk i l l  o f  th e  p e o p l e  t o  m a k e  

t h e m  a \  id r e c i p i e n t  o f  v a s t  a m o u n t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  e n a b l e  t h e m  

c t ) m m u n i c a t e  t h e i r  a s p i r a t i o n s ,  r i g h t s  a n d  v i e w p o i n t s  w h e r e v e r  th e  

s a m e  is n e e d e d .
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3. T o  e n h a n c e  s e l f - r c l ian c c  in s o c i a l  e c o n o m i c ,  cu l tu ra l  a n d  po l i t ica l  

f ie lds  th ro u g h  ra i s in g  soc ia l  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  p a r t i c ip a t io n  a n d  
r e s p o n s ib ih ty .  In i t ia t ives  in th is  r e g a rd  w o u l d  g e n e r a te  

o p p o r tu n i t i e s  o f  the i r  b e t t e r  soc ie ta l  p a r t i c ip a t io n  as w e l l  as  m a k e  

th e m  a w a r e  o f  the i r  e n h a n c e d  iden t i ty  a n d  d ign i ty .

4. T o  p ro v id e  w a y s  o f  l ingu is t ic  e x p r e s s io n  o f  ihe i r  c r e a t iv e  

a s p i r a t io n s  a n d  e n a b le  t h e m  c a r \ e  an  e v e n tu a l  e x p r e s s iv e  p l a t f o n n  

fo r  th e i r  t r ad i t io n  a n d  h e r i t ag e  o f  th e i r  k n o w l e d g e  b a s e  a n d  

k n o w l e d g e  s y s te m s .  It is im p o r t a n t  fo r  e n s u r in g  the i r  cu l tu ra l  

t r a n s m is s io n  a n d  h t c r a r y  o r  o th e r  c r e a t iv e  c o n t r ib u t io n s .

5. T o  in c u lc a te  a s e n s e  o f  s a t i s f a c t io n  a m o n g  y o u th  a n d  m o b i l i z e  the  

y o u th  fo r  c h a n g e  a n d  ident i ty .  T h i s  w o u l d  o f f e r  c h a l l e n g e s  to  set  

a n d  e m u l a t e  ro le  m o d e l s  a n d  b r i n s  a  m e a n in u f u l  t r a n s f o r m a t io n  in 

the  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  a l s o  c o n t r ib u t e  to the  b u i ld in g  o f  the  

c o m m u n i t y  in sp ec i f ic  a n d  th e  h u m a n i t y  in genera l .

6. T o  e v e n tu a l l y  e n r i c h  the i r  p r o d u c t i v e  o u tp u t  a n d  th e i r  sh a re  in 

r e so u rces .  T h i s  w o u ld  resu l t  in m a k i n g  th e m  p r o u d  o f  th e i r  b e in g  

a n d  im b ib e  an  o v e ra l l  c o n f i d e n c e  in w h a t e \ e r  a n d  w h e r e v e r  th e y  

a re  e x p e c t e d  to  be  e n g a g e d  in life.

C o n c l u s i o n

Is su es  o f  l a n g u a g e  d e v e l o p m e n t  d i s c u s s e d  h e re  in re la t io n  to  th e  l ingu is t ic  

l a n d s c a p e  in g e n e ra l  a n d  to  that  o f  J a m m u  a n d  K a s h m i r  in p a r t i c u l a r  a re  

p r e s e n te d  a n d  e x a m i n e d  in th e  p e r s p e c t iv e  o f  s o m e  s e e m i n g l y  lo o s e  but  

c o h e r e n t  d iv e r s e  th eo re t i ca l  c o n s t ru c t s .  D i s c u s s io n s  a p p a r e n t l y  j u s t i f y  the  

s e n s e  o f  u r g e n c y  w ith w h ich  a ho l i s t ic  a p p r o a c h  can  b e  f o r m u la t e d  a f t e r  

th e  v a r io u s  p o in t s  of  \  iew s a n d  d i m e n s i o n s  a rc  t a k e n  c a r e  o f  in th is  regard .  

A l l  t h e s e  in i t ia t ives  n e e d  to  b e  t a k e n  u p  w i th  an  u t m o s t  s in c e r i ty  a n d  

sc ien t i f ic  v ig o r  a n d  a p r a g m a t i c  m i s s i o n a i y  zea l  to  u s h e r  in p o s i t iv e  

i m p r o v e m e n t s  in the  li fe o f  t h o s e  t r iba l  a n d  m i n o r  l a n g u a g e - s p e a k i n g  

c o m m u n i t i e s  w'hich h a v e  fo r  lo n g  r e m a i n e d  ou t  o f  th e  m a i n s t r e a m  

p r i m a r i l y  fo r  no t  h a v i n g  a d e q u a t e  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e  fo r  g row  th a n d  

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  th e i r  l a n g u a g e s  a n d  h e n c e  r e m a i n i n g  d isadv  a n t a g e o u s  a n d  

d e p r i v e d  o f  ac tu a l  a v e n u e s  o f  s u s t a i n i n g  th e i r  s e n s e  o f  p r i d e  in th e i r  

e th n o l in g u i s t i c  id en t i ty  a n d  a c q u i r i n g  n e c e s s a r y  c o m m u n i c a t i v e  sk i l l s  

n e c e s s a r y  f o r  l i te racy ,  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  s o c i o e c o n o m i c  s t r e n g th  fo r  an
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upw a rd  m o \  c m e n t  o n  the  l a d d e r  o f  soc ia l  r e la t ions .  T h i s  w o u l d  a l so ,  in the  

l o n g  run ,  e n a b l e  s u c h  c o m m u n i t i e s  to c o m e  o u t  o f  c l u t c h e s  o f  

m a r g i n a l i z a t i o n  a n d  b r e a th e  in a g o o d  c o m m u n i c a t i v e  space .
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