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In troduc tion
T h e  s o c i o l i n g u i s t i c  n o t i o n  o f  d o m a i n  w a s  f o r m a l i z e d  b y  J o s h u a  F i s h m a n  

( 1 9 7 2 ) ,  w h o  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  d i f f e r e n t  s e t t i n g s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  c a l l  f o r  t h e  

u s e  o f  d i f f e r e n t  l a n g u a g e s  in  a  m u l t i l i n g u a l  s o c i e t y .  A t  o n e  l e v e l  a d o m a i n  

is  a  c o n c r e t e  s e t t i n g  l ik e  t h e  h o m e ,  t h e  s t r e e t ,  t h e  c l a s s r o o m ,  a  s h o p ,  

u n i v e r s i t y ,  a  r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e  m e d i a  e tc .  M o r e  p l a u s i b l y ,  t h e  

d e t e r m i n a n t  o f  u s i n g  o n e  l a n g u a g e  v a r i e t y  o v e r  a n o t h e r  is n o t  t h e  p h y s i c a l  

s e t t i n g  a l o n e ,  b u t  th e  g e n e r a l  a c t i v i t y  ( “ e v e n t " )  c o n v e n t i o n a l l y  a s s o c i a t e d  

w i t h  t h e  s e t t i n g .  A c c o r d i n g  to  F i s h m a n ,  d o m a i n s  a r e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n t e x t s  

in  w h i c h  o n e  l a n g u a g e  v a r i e t y  is  m o r e  l i k e ly  to  b e  a p p r o p r i a t e  t h a n  

a n o t h e r .  D o m a i n s  a r e  t a k e n  to  b e  c o n s t e l l a t i o n s  o f  f a c to r s  s u c h  a s  l o c a t i o n ,  

a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  p a r t i c i p a n t s .

B y  l o o k i n g  a t  l a n g u a g e  u s e  in d i f f e r e n t  d o m a i n s  o n e  c a n  g e t  a n  id e a  

w h e t h e r  t h e r e  a r e  a n y  p a r t i c u l a r  l i n g u i s t i c  p r e f e r e n c e s  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  

d o m a i n s  a n d  d i f f e r e n t  i n t e r l o c u t o r s .  W h a t  r e m a i n s  t o  b e  s e e n  is w h e t h e r  

th i s  m u l t i l i n g u a l  c o m m u n i t y  is  s t a b l e  o r  u n s t a b l e .  In t h e  u n s t a b l e  c a s e  th e  

g r a d u a l  r e a l l o c a t i o n  o f  d i f f e r e n t  l a n g u a g e s  to  d i f f e r e n t  d o m a i n s  o c c u r s  so  

r a d i c a l l y  t h a t  o v e r  a  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  p e o p l e  m a y  g i v e  u p  o n e  l a n g u a g e  in 

f a v o u r  o f  t h e  o th e r .  In t h i s  b a c k d r o p  t h e  p r e s e n t  p a p e r  a i m s  to  l o o k  in to  th e  

p a t t e r n s  o f  l a n g u a g e  u s e  in  P a s h t u n s  o f  K a s h m i r .

P a s h t u n s  c o m p r i s e  t h e  l a r g e s t  e t h n i c  g r o u p  in  A f g h a n i s t a n ,  c o m p r i s i n g  

4 2 %  o f  A f g h a n i s t a n ' s  p o p u l a t i o n ' ,  a n d  a b o u t  1.5 m i l l i o n  c o n t i n u e  to  l iv e  a s  

r e f u g e e s  in  P a k i s t a n .  T h e  t e m i  P a s h t u n  is  h i s t o r i c a l l y  s y n o n y m o u s  w i t h
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Aluhai i .  a te rm n o w  used  lu descr ibe  an> c i t i / cn  o f  Aful ianis tan.  A f te r  
Kabul  {the capital  ot AlglKinistaiU. K a n d a b a r  is the second  n ia jor  ci ty in 
AlgliaiiisUin and a s lrongl ioid o f  the Pashtun  cul ture.  The  second  largest  
etiinic g roup  ol Pash luns  is in Pakis tan,  c o m p r i s in g  15'’n o f  Pakistan 's  
popula t ion ,  w ith a popula t ion  oi' 2H mill ion".

India, as  a Bri t ish colony,  o n c e  had a large Pashtun  popula t ion  roughly  
equal  to that ol Afghan is tan .  mostK'  concen t ra ted  in what  \s‘cre then the 
Bri t ish Indian pro \  inces t.>t the Ni^rth-W est Front ier  Pro\  incc and  
!3aluchislan.  A cco rd ing  lo I:ncych>pedia Bri tannica.  the n u m b e r  o f  
Pash tuns  in all o f  India was  near ly  31 mil l ion,  but the speakers  o f  Pashtu  
n u m b e re d  less than 14 m i l l ion ' .  Most  of ' th is  popu la t ion  w as  al lot ted,  a long  
w ith its respect i \  e pro \  inces. to Pakis tan  af ter  the Part i t ion o f  India. T o d a y  
the Pash tuns  in India can  be separa ted  itito those  w h o  speak Pash tu  and 
those  w h o  speak  Urdu,  with  the latter b e i n ” bv  far laruer.

T he re  is a large n u m b e r  o f  Pashtu  speak ing  Pash tuns  l iving in the Indian 
state o f  .lamiiui and  Kashmir .  A l th o u g h  their  exact  n u m b e r s  a re  hard  to 
de te rmine ,  it is e s t im a ted  that there are  m ore  than lOO.OOO Pash tuns  l iving 
in present  d a y  K a s h m i r  but  the accura te  f igure arc  not  a \ ’ai lable.  Th is  is 
also clear  from the fact that  in 1954 o v e r  less than l  00 .000  n o m a d ic  

Pash tuns  ! i \ i n g  in K a s h m i r  \ a l l e \  w ere  gran ted  Indian c i t i / ensh ip ' '  but 
un for tuna te ly  no accura te  census  da ta  is avai lable .  T h o s e  set t led and  l iving 
m the K a sh m ir  V'alley speaks  Pashtu.  and  are I'tnnid ch ie l ly  in the 
s o u t h u e s t  of  the \ a l l e y ,  w he re  Pash tun  co lon ies  were  fi>und f rom t im e  to 
t ime.  In K ashm ir ,  w e ha \  e the Pashtu  c o m m u n i t y  in \ a r ious  par ts  o f  the 
K ashm ir ,  spread  a lm os t  in 6 dis tr icts  o f  K a s h m i r  d ix is ion  namely

Population Census Organization, Government of Pakistan-Population by Mother 
Tongue

tt Pathan”. Encyclopedia Britannica Eleventh Edition.

http://encylopediaJrank,org/PAS^PER/PATHAN-html.Retrieved 2007-06-07 

http://www.hindu.eom/2004/2004/07/20/stories/20C407200/220900.htm
Retrieved 2009-08-22
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A n a n t n a g ,  B a r a m u l l a ,  B u d g a m ,  G a n d e r b a l ,  K u p w a r a  a n d  S h o p i a n  

d i s t r i c t s .  P a s h t u  c o m m u n i t y  is  a l s o  f o u n d  o u t s i d e  K a s h m i r  d i \ i s i o n  in 

D o d a ,  K i s h t w a r  a n d  J a m m u .  M a j o r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  c o m m u n i t y  is 

f o u n d  a t  G u t l i b a g  ( G a n d e r b a l )  a n d  W a n t r a g  ( A n a n t n a g ) .  D u r i n g  th e  

i n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  P a s h t u  s p e a k e r s  it  w a s  f o u n d  t h a t  b u s i n e s s  s e e m e d  to  

h a v e  b e e n  th e  m a i n  m o t i v e  f o r  m i g r a t i o n  to  K a s h m i r .  T h i s  c o m m u n i t y  is 

b e l i e v e d  to  h a v e  m i g r a t e d  in  g r o u p s  f o r  b u s i n e s s  p u r p o s e s  a n d  s e t t l e d  in 

l o w  h i l l y  a r e a s  o f  K a s h m i r  in  c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y  w i t h  f o r e s t s  w h e r e  f r o m  

f i r e w o o d  c o u l d  b e  e a s i l y  h a d  f o r  c o o k i n g  p u r p o s e s .

P a s h t u  b e l o n g s  to  t h e  I r a n ia n  b r a n c h  o f  t h e  I n d o - E u r o p e a n  f a m i l y  o f  

l a n g u a g e s .  I ts  c l o s e s t  m a j o r  r e l a t i v e s  a r e  P e r s i a n .  K u r d i s h ,  B u l u c h i ,  T a j i k  

a n d  O s s e t i a n ,  a n d  t h e s e  l a n g u a g e s  a r e  s p o k e n  in  t h e  a r e a  a r o u n d  

A f g h a n i s t a n .

M ethod
T h i s  s t u d y  is b a s e d  o n  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  s p e e c h  o f  s e v e n t y  l a n g u a g e  u s e r s  

o f  t h e  P a s h t u n  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  a l l  o f  t h e m  a r e  t h e  n a t i v e  s p e a k e r s  o f  

P a s h tu .

T h e  s t u d y  o f  p a t t e r n s  o f  l a n g u a g e  u s e  o f  P a s h t u n s  w a s  c a r r i e d  o u t  b y  

m e a n s  o f  a  s o c i o H n g u i s t i c  q u e s t i o n n a i r e ,  w h i c h  w a s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  to  

s e v e n t y  s u b j e c t s  a t  t w o  t e s t  s i t e s .  T h e  s i t e s  w e r e  l o c a t e d  in  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  o f  

A n a n t n a g  a n d  G a n d e r b a l .  S u b j e c t s  w e r e  a s k e d  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  w h i c h  

l a n g u a g e  t h e y  u s e  in  p a r t i c u l a r  d o m a i n s .

O verv iew  of the  M ethod

Study M ethod B rief
D escrip tion

Focus Sam ple
size

P a t t e r n s  o f

l a n g u a g e

use

S o c i o l i n g u i s t i c

q u e s t i o n n a i r e

18 q u e s t i o n s P a t t e r n s  o f  

l a n g u a g e  

u s e  in 

d i f f e r e n t  

d o m a i n s

70 sub ects 
f r o m  t w o  

d i s t r i c t s .
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P a t t e r n s  o f  L a n g u a g e  U s e

L a n g u a g e  p rc fc rcnces  and  d o m a in s  of d i f feren t  l a n g u a g e s  in a soc ie ty  can 
essen t ia l ly  reflect  the o rgan iza t ion  o f  a pa r t icu la r  soc ie ty  and  can  b e c o m e  
an essent ia l  g u id e  for c i iar t ing out  the soc io l ingu is t ic  se tup  o f  that  
c o m m u n i ty .  This  p a p e r  deals  \ \ i t h  l anguage  use  in d i fferent  d o m a in s  
a m o n g  Pash tuns  in K a s h m i r  and  its r e levance  in u n d e r s t a n d in g  their  
soc io l ingu is t ic  setup.  In the q u es t io n s  pe r ta in ing  to the k inguage  use  in 
d i l t e r e n t  d o m a in s ,  the in lo rm an t s  use the fo l low ing  choices :  on ly  Pashtu  
(P),  o n ly  Urdu  (U).  on ly  K ashm ir i  (K).  and  c o m b in a t io n s  o f  these  three 
l a n g u a g e s  i.e. P a sh tu -U rd u  (PU).  P a sh tu -K ash m ir i  (PK) ,  U rd u -K a sh m i r i  
( U K )  and  P ash tu -U rd i i -K ashm ir i  (P U K ) .  thus choosinu: f rom a set o f  7 
opt ions.

T h e  m a in  p u r p o s e  o f  the  el ic i ta t ion o f  this da ta  w a s  to o b s e rv e  and 
u n d e r s t a n d  the pa t te rns  o f  l a n g u a g e  wi th  special  r e fe rence  to Pashtu.

a. A c ro s s  di fferen t  d om a ins .

b. A c ross  in te r locu tors  in cach  d o m a i n  anc
c. A c ro s s  informal  a n d  formal  contexts .

P e rso n a l D o m a in

T h e  pa t te rns  o f  l anguage  use  w e re  o b se rv e d  in the  m os t  pe rsona l  d o m a in s  

b y  a s k in g  the  l anguage  users  the l a n g u a g e s  w h ic h  they  used  vvitli their  
m o s t  in t imate  a n d  p r iva te  in te r locu tors  l ike G o d .  Se l l .  S u b c o n s c io u s  and  
Best  Fr iend  and cer ta in  o th e r  day  to d a y  func t ions  like l anguages  u se d  fo r  
c o u n t in g  and  n a m i n g  the days  o f  the w eek .  L a n m ia e e  users  w e re  a sk ed  the 
l a n g u a g e / l a n g u a g e s  they  used  for

a. A s k in g  G o d  for  s o m e th in g  (G),
D r e a m i n g  (D)
T h i n k i n g  (T)

T a lk in g  to the i r  best  F r iend  (BF),
C o u n t i n g  (C)  a n d

N a m i n g  o f  the  d a y s  o f  the W e e k  (VV)

b.
c.
d. 
e. 

f
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Fig. 1; Use of Pash tu  in the  Personal Dom ain

F r o m  th i s  g r a p h ,  it is o b s c n  c d  t h a t  t h e  u s e  o f  P a s h t u  in  p e r s o n a l  d o m a i n  

d e c r e a s e s  w i t h  a  d e c r e a s e  in  a g e  a n d  th i s  p a t t e r n  a p p e a r s  to  b e  c o n s i s t e n t .  

T h e  y o u t h  a n d  to  s o m e  e x t e n t  M i d d l e  a g e d  m a l e s  s h o w  a  t e n d e n c y  t o w a r d s  

d e c r e a s e  in P a s h t u  u s a g e  w h e n  c o m p a r e d  to  t h e  o t h e r  a g e  g r o u p s .  A m o n g  

a l l  t h e  c a t e g o r i e s  f r o m  a s k i n g  G o d  to  n a m i n g  t h e  d a y s  o f  t h e  w e e k ,  m o r e  

lo s s  is f o u n d  in  ' c o u n t i n g '  a n d  ' n a m i n g  t h e  d a y s  o f  t h e  w e e k ' .  O n  t h e  o t h e r  

h a n d ,  t h e  o l d  f e m a l e s  s h o w  m a x i m u m  r e t e n t i o n  o f  P a s h t u .  A c r o s s  th e  

s e x e s ,  c o m p a r a t i v e  lo s s  in  t h e  u s e  o f  P a s h t u  is f o u n d  in  t h e  m a l e s  a n d  

r e t e n t i o n  is  in f e m a l e s .  A m o n g  a l l  t h e  a g e  g r o u p s  m o r e  lo s s  is f o u n d  in 

m i d d l e  a g e d  m a l e s  a n d  t h e  y o u t h .

T h e  s o c i o - p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a s p e c t s ,  w h i c h  U r d u  a n d  K a s h m i r i  s t a n d  fo r ,  p l a y  

a n  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  in  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  l a n g u a g e  in  t h e  i n t i m a t e  d o m a i n s .  

M i d d l e  a g e d  m a l e s  a n d  y o u t h  i n  G o t l i b a g h  a n d  W a n t r a g  a r e  s h i f t i n g  f r o m  

P a s h t u  t o w a r d s  t h e  u s e  o f  U r d u  a n d  K a s h m i r i .  I f  w e  c o m p a r e  t h e  y o u n g  

m a l e s  a n d  y o u n g  f e m a l e s ,  t h e  l o s s  is  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  l o w  in  y o u n g  f e m a l e s
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t h a n  t h a t  o f  y o u n g  m a le s .  A s  it h a s  b e e n  s e e n  a c r o s s  s e x e s ,  f e m a l e s  s h o w  

c o m p a r a t i v e l y  h i g h e r  m a i n t e n a n c e  t e n d e n c i e s  t h a n  m a l e s .  T h e  r e a s o n  

b e h i n d  th i s  is th a t  f e m a l e s  a r e  m o s t l y  c o n f m e d  t o  t h e  h o m e  d o m a i n  a n d  a r e  

n o t  g i v e n  p c n n i s s i o n  b y  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t y  to  w o r k  o u t s i d e  t h e i r  h o m e  

d o m a i n .  O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  m o v e m e n t  o f  m a l e  p o p u l a t i o n  o u t s i d e  t h e i r  

h o m e s  c a u s e s  t h e m  to  i n t e r a c t  w i t h  n o n - P a s h t u n s ,  t h e r e b y  m a k i n g  t h e m  

f a m i l i a r  w i t h  U r d u  a n d  K a s h m i r i .  F u r t h e n n o r e ,  t h e  h i g h e r  l i t e r a c y  l e v e l  in  

t h e  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  y o u n g e r  a g e  g r o u p s  is a n o t h e r  r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  sh i f t .  

O v e r a l l  r e g a r d i n g  th e  u s e  o f  P a s h t u  in  p e r s o n a l  d o m a i n ,  it is  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  

t h e  h i e r a r c h y  is s o m e w h a t  l ik e  O F > M F > O M > Y F > M M > Y M .

H o m e  D o m a in
H o m e  is t h e  d o m a i n  w h e r e  i n t e r a c t i o n  is m a i n l y  w i t h  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  

f a m i l y ,  a n d  it is e x p c c t c d  t h a t  t h e  m o t h e r  t o n g u e  w i l l  b e  th e  l a n g u a g e  o f  

l o m e .  F i s h m a n  ( 1 9 7 2 )  h a s  d i s c u s s e d  t w o  d i f f e r e n t  a p p r o a c h e s  ( t h o s e  o f  

B r a u n s h a u s e n  Sc M a c k e y .  a n d  G r o s s )  in  s t u d y i n g  l a n g u a g e  u s e  in  t h e  h o m e  

d o m a i n .  O n e  is  w h a t  B r a u n s h a u s e n  a n d  M a c k e y  ( 1 9 6 2 ,  1 9 6 5 ,  1 9 6 6 )  h a s  

s p e c i f i e d  a s  f a m i l y  “ m e m b e r s "  - f a th e r ,  m o t h e r ,  c h i l d ,  d o m e s t i c ,  

g o v e r n e s s ,  e tc .  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  is w h a t  G r o s s  ( 1 9 5 1 )  s p e c i f i e d  a s  d y a d s :  

g r a n d f a t h e r  t o  g r a n d m o t h e r  e tc . ,  i .e .  l a n g u a g e  o f  i n t e r a c t i o n  b e t w e e n  

s p e a k e r  a n d  h e a r e r  w i t h i n  t h e  h o m e  d o m a i n .  In th i s  s t u d y  t h e  i n f o r m a n t s  

r e t u r n e d  t h e i r  u s e  o f  l a n g u a g e  w i t h  e i g h t  r o l e - r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h i n  t h e  

f a m i l y ,  s u c h  a s  g r a n d f a t h e r ,  g r a n d m o t h e r ,  f a th e r ,  m o t h e r ,  s p o u s e ,  

b r o t h e r s / s i s t e r s / c o u s i n s  a n d  i n - l a w s .  E a c h  s u b j e c t  r e t u r n e d  t h e  l a n g u a g e  

u s e d  w i t h  a n d  u s e d  b y  h i s  a d d r e s s e e .  M o r e  o f t e n  t h e  l a n g u a g e  u s e d  b y  th e  

a d d r e s s e r  a n d  t h e  a d d r e s s e e  in  t h e  h o m e  d o m a i n  is  t h e  s a m e .

F ig .  2 s h o w s  t h e  u s e  o f  ' o n l y  P a s h t u '  (P ) ,  o f  t h e  i n f o r m a n t s  w i t h  t h e i r  

f a m i l y  m e m b e r s .  T h e  i n t e r l o c u t o r s  a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  o n  t h e  h o r i z o n t a l  a x i s  

a n d  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  P a s h t u  u s a g e  b y  t h e  i n f o n n a n t s  is  r e p r e s e n t e d  o n  t h e  

v e r t i c a l  a x i s .
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F i g .  2 :  U s e  o f  P a s h t u  in  t h e  H o m e  D o m a i n

A n  i n t e r e s t i n g  p a t t e r n  obseiA^ed in  t h e  f i g u r e  is t h a t  t h e r e  is  a  g e n e r a l

d e c l i n e  in P a s h t u  u s a g e  a s  w e  m o v e  f r o m  g r a n d p a r e n t s  to  c h i l d r e n .  A n

i n t e r e s t i n g  o b s e r v a t i o n  is  t h e  i n c r e a s e  in  P a s h t u  w i t h  t h e  in - law 's .  T h e  o ld

a g e d  m a l e s  a n d  f e m a l e s  s e e m  to  f o l l o w  a  s i m i l a r  p a t t e r n  a n d  t h e i r  P a s h t u

u s a g e  s t a r t s  d e c h n i n g  in  th e  c a s e  o f  k in ,  a n d  m o r e  so ,  w i t h  c h i l d r e n .  T h e

m i d d l e  a g e d  m a l e s  a n d  f e m a l e s  s h o w  d i v e r g e n c e  in  t h e i r  P a s h t u  u s e  w h i c h

is n o t  u n e x p e c t e d  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  g r e a t e r  e x p o s u r e  a n d  i n t e r a c t i o n  o f  th e

m i d d l e  a g e d  m a l e s  w i t h  o t h e r  c o m m u n i t i e s .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  t h e  y o u n g

f e m a l e s  s h o w  g r e a t e r  s i m i l a r i t y  in  a p p r o a c h  w i t h  m i d d l e  a g e d  f e m a l e s  in

P a s h t u  u s a g e .  T h e  y o u n g  m a l e s  sh o w ' m a x i m u m  d i v e r g e n c e  f r o m  P a s h t u .

A s  i n d i c a t e d  in  t h e  g r a p h ,  t h e  y o u n g  m a l e s  a r e  o n l y  s u p e r c e d e d  b y  th e

m i d d l e  a g e d  m a l e s  in  t h i s  c o u n t ,  in  t h e  c a s e  o f  i n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  p a r e n t s  a n d  
i n - l a w s .
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T o  g e t  a  d e a r  p i c t u r c  i n to  w h a t  c x a c t l y  is  h a p p e n i n g  in  t h e  h o m e  d o m a i n ,  

th e  r e s p o n s e s  o f  th e  i n f o r m a n t s  w e r e  t a b u l a t e d .

G r a n d p a r e n t s Paren ts Spouse K in C h i l d r e n I n l a w s

Cu

A

Qm

A L j

f i .

A Lj

a .

A

C u

AMM CU CU Om

Cu Cl. C u C u L J c . fiu Cu fiu Cu e . Cm C u

O M 100 0 0 100 0 0 100 0 0 90 7 3 90 10 0 100 0 0

O F 100 0 0 100 0 0 100 0 0 95 5 0 92 7 0 100 0 0
M M 95 ' ^ 0 90 10 0 87 10 3 80 14 6 78 15 7 83 12 5
M F 100 0 0 100 0 0 95 5 0 86 12 2 87 9 4 93 7 0
YM 90 10 0 95 5 0 80 15 5 76 17 7 77 15 8 85 11 4
YF 93 7 0 100 0 0 95 5 0 87 9

1
4 8 4 5 89 11 0

Table 1: Language Use in Home Domain

T a b l e  1 s h o w s  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e s  o f  t h e  u s e  o f  3 s e t s  o f  l a n g u a g e  c h o i c e s  in  

t h e  h o m e  d o m a i n .  In  t h i s  t a b l e  th e  ( P )  s e t  s t a n d s  f o r  t h e  u s e  o f  o n l y  P a s h tu .  

In t h e  s e c o n d  se t  i .e . t h e  ( P U /P I C ^ P U K )  se t .  t h e  u s e  o f  P a s h t u  a l o n g  w i t h  

a l o n g  w i t h  U r d u  ( P U )  o r  K a s h m i r i  ( P K )  o r  w i t h  b o t h  U r d u  a n d  K a s h m i r i  

( P U K )  is  i n d i c a t e d .  In  t h e  t h i r d  s e t  i .e .  t h e  ( U / K / U K )  s e t ,  t h e  u s e  o f  

l a n g u a g e  o r  l a n g u a g e s  o t h e r  t h a n  P a s h t u  a r e  i n d i c a t e d  w h i c h  i n c l u d e  U r d u  

( U ) ,  K a s h m i r i  ( K )  a n d  U r d u - K a s h m i r i  ( U K ) .

F r o m  T a b l e  1 it is o b s e r v e d  t h a t  P a s h t u  a p p e a r s  to  b e  t h e  d o m i n a n t  

a n g u a g e  in t h e  h o m e  d o m a i n  ( n e v e r  g : i n g  b e l o w  7 7 ,  a s  o b s e r v e d  in  t h e  

c a s e  o f  i n t e r a c t i o n  o f  y o u n g  m a l e s  w i t h  c h i l d r e n ) .  I n c i d e n t a l l y  t h e  h i g h e s t  

U r d u  o r  K a s h m i r i  u s a g e  d o e s  n o t  g o  b e y o n d  8 a s  a g a i n  o b s e r v e d  in  t h e  

c a s e  o f  y o u n g  m a l e s  a n d  c h i l d r e n  i n t e r a c t i o n .  T h e  m o s t  s t r i k i n g  

o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  e v o l v e s  o u t  o f  T a b l e  1 is t h e  o v e r a l l  v e r y  l o w  s c o r e  in  t h e  

‘U / K / U K '  s e t  a s  c o m p a r e d  to  t h e  ‘P '  s e t  a n d  a f t e r  t h a t  T U / P K / P U K ’ se t .  

In o t h e r  w o r d s  t h e  i n f o r m a n t s  in  t h e i r  h o m e  d o m a i n  a p p e a r  m o s t l y  to  

p r e f e r  to  u s e  P a s h t u  f o l l o w e d  b y  m i x e d  P a s h t u  w i t h  U r d u  a n d  K a s h m i r i .  

O n  o b s e r v i n g  t h e  s c o r e s  f r o m  o l d  a g e d  m a l e s  to  y o u n g  m a l e s ,  o l d  a g e d  

f e m a l e s  a r e  s h o w i n g  m a x i m u m  r e t e n t i o n  o f  u s e  o f  P a s h t u  in h o m e  d o m a i n ,  

a n d  in  t h e  c a s e  o f  y o u n g  m a l e s ,  u s e  o f  P a s h t u  d e c r e a s e s .  F r o m  th e  t a b l e  1,
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it is c l e a r  t h a t  o l d  g e n e r a t i o n  u s e s  P a s h t u  e x c l u s i v e l y  w i t h  g r a n d p a r e n t s  

( 1 0 0 % ) ,  p a r e n t s ,  s p o u s e  a n d  i n - l a w s ,  a n d  in c a s e  o f  k in  a n d  c h i l d r e n ,  t h e r e  

is  a  s l i g h t  s h i f t .  In  t h e  c a s e  o f  m i d d l e  a g e d  a n d  y o u n g  a g e d  g e n e r a t i o n ,  

f e m a l e s  a r e  a t  t h e  t o p  p o s i t i o n  in  u s e  o f  t h e  p u r e  P a s h t u  in  t h e  h o m e  

d o m a i n .  F r o m  th e  a b o v e  t a b l e  it is a l s o  o b s e r \ ' e d  th a t ,  s o m e  s l i g h t  s h i f t  h a s  

s t a r t e d  a n d  s o m e  U r d u  a n d  K a s h m i r i  is  a l s o  u s e d  in  t h e  h o m e  d o m a i n .  T h e  

h i e r a r c h y  in  t h e  u s e  o f  P a s h t u  in  h o m e  d o m a i n  is  s o m e w h a t  l ik e

O F > O M > M F > Y F > M M > Y M .

O v e r a l l  it c a n  b e  s a i d  t h a t  t h a t  U r d u  a n d  K a s h m i r i  a r e  s l i g h t l y  i n t m d i n g  in 

t h e  p u b l i c  d o m a i n s  b u t  h o m e  d o m a i n  is  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  f re e  f r o m  K a s h m i r i  

a n d  U r d u .  D u r i n g  t h i s  s u r v e y  m a n y  d i f t l c u l t i e s  w e r e  f a c e d  w h e n  

i n t e r v i e w i n g  f e m a l e s  w h o  c o u l d  u n d e r s t a n d  U r d u  a n d  K a s h m i r i  t o  s o m e  

e x t e n t  b u t  c o u l d  n o t  s p e a k  t h e s e  l a n g u a g e s .  A  P a s h t u  m a l e  w a s  u s e d  fo r  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  d a t a  c o l l e c t e d  f r o m  t h e  f e m a l e  i n f o r m a n t s .  It w a s  

o b s e r v e d  t h a t  t h e s e  p e o p l e  c a r r y  a  n o t i o n  o f  b e i n g  e t h n i c a l l y  s u p e r i o r  to  

l o c a l  K a s h m i r i s  a n d  th i s  c a n  b e  o n e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e i r  r e s i s t a n c e  in  g i v i n g  u p  

P a s h t u .

O f f i c e  Domain
In  t h e  o f f i c e  d o m a i n ,  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  o f f i c e  in  p a r t i c u l a r  a n d  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  

i n t e r l o c u t o r s  in  g e n e r a l  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  l a n g u a g e  u s e d  b y  t h e  p e o p l e  

w o r k i n g  in  t h e  o f f i c e .  A s  w e  k n o w  f e m a l e s  o f  t h e  P a s h t u  c o m m u n i t y  d o  

n o t  w o r k  in  a n y  g o v e r n m e n t  o r  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r ,  s o  t h e  a n a l y s i s  in  o f f i c e  

d o m a i n  w i l l  o n l y  i n v o l v e  m a l e  i n f o m i a n t s  f r o m  P a s h t u  c o m m u n i t y .

T h e  i n t e r l o c u t o r s  in  t h e  o f f i c e  d o m a i n  o n  w h o m  t h e  p a t t e r n s  o f  l a n g u a g e  

u s e  w e r e  o b s e r v e d  i n c l u d e d .

a.  M a l e  s u b o r d i n a t e s  ( M S )

b .  F e m a l e  s u b o r d i n a t e s  ( F S )

c. M a l e  c o l l e a g u e s  ( M C )

d. F e m a l e  c o l l e a g u e s  ( F C )  a n d

e. B o s s  ( B )

F ig .  3 s h o w s  t h e  g r a p h i c  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  in  p e r c e n t a g e s  o f  t h e  u s e  o f  P a s h t u  

i n  t h e  f o r m a l  a n d  i n f o r m a l  c o n t e x t  in  t h e  o f f i c e  d o m a i n  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  

i n t e r l o c u t o r s .
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Fig. 3: (Vo) Use of ‘only Pashtu'' in the Office Domain
A s  s e e n  in  t h e  a b o v e  f i g u r e ,  it i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  to  n o t e  t h a t  in  b o t h  t h e  

in fo n n a l a n d  form al c o n t e x t s ,  t h e  u s e  o f  P a s h t u  is  q u i t e  lo w  ( < 3 0 % )  

i n d i c a t i n g  t h e r e b y  g r e a t e r  u s e  o f  U r d u  a n d  K a s h m i r i  in  t h e  o f f i c e s .  A l s o ,  it  

is  e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  u s e  o f  P a s h t u  s h o w s  a  c o n s i s t e n t  d e c l i n e  a c r o s s  a l l  

i n t e r l o c u t o r s  a s  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  s h i f t s  f r o m  i n f o r m a l  to  f o n n a l  c o n t e x t s .  A  

fa s t  d e c l i n e  in t h e  u s e  o f  ' o n l y  P a s h t u '  i s  o b s e r v e d  in f e m a l e  s u b o r d i n a t e s ,  

f e m a l e  c o l l e a g u e s  a n d  s u p e r i o r s  a s  c o m p a r e d  t o  m a l e  s u b o r d i n a t e s  a n d  

m a l e  c o l l e a g u e s  b e c a u s e  t h e s e  f e m a l e s  a r e  n o n - P a s h t u n s  a n d  a r e  w o r k i n g  

w i t h i n  t h e  P a s h t u n  c o m m u n i t y .  T h e  u s e  o f  o n l y  P a s h t u  in  o f f i c e  d o m a i n  

a c r o s s  i n t e r l o c u t o r s  c a n  b e  r e p r e s e n t e d  a s

C o l i e a g u e s > S u b o r d i n a t e s > S u p c r i o r s .

Subordinates Colleagues Superiors
OM 22 18 5
IMM 15 14 3
YM 8 8 2

Table 2: Use of ‘only Pashtu’ in the Office Domain (Both Formal and
Informal Context)
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Looking at table 2, it is observed that there is a decrease in the use o f  
Pashtu from the subordinates to the superior in all groups. In the case o f  
subordinates and colleagues, old males show slight difference in scores, 
middle aged males have equal scores and the young males in the same 
pattern show the equal scores for subordinates and colleagues. The 
variation in the use o f  Pashtu from subordinates to superior is least in the 
case o f  old informant males and maximum in the case o f  young informant 
males.

From the above analysis, it becom es evident that office is the place where 
Pashtu language usage is negligible and em ployed males Urdu and 
Kashmiri are used more in the office domains. Pashtu on its part does not 
go beyond 34% as observed in the interaction o f  old males with male 
colleagues (who are Pashtu speakers) and goes as low  as 3% as observed  
in the case o f  interaction o f  young males with superiors. 
Urdu/Kashmiri/Urdu-Kashmiri appears to be the most dominant in the 
office domain.

Social Gatherings
The use o f  languages used by the informants with their office members 
was also elicited in the domains o f  social gatherings in both the contexts o f  
informal and formal discourse.

30
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10 •

0
MS FS MC FC
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Formal

Formal 
Informa

B

Fig. 4: % Use of Pashtu in Social Gatherings Domain
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O n  c o m p a r i n g  th e  u se  o f  P a s h tu  w irh o f f i c e  m e m b e r s  in s o c ia l  g a t h e r i n g s  

a n d  in th e  o f f i c e  d o m a i n ,  it u a s  n o t i c e d  th a t  th e r e  is a  s i g n i f i c a n t  

d i lT e re n c e  b e t w e e n  th e  fo rm a l  a n d  th e  in f o r m a l  c u r v e s  in t h e  o f f i c e  d o m a i n  

w h e n  c o m p a r e d  to  so c ia l  g a t l ie r in g .  T h e  c u r \ c s  a r e  s e e n  to  b e  p l a c e d  fa i r ly  

c lo s e  to g e t i i e r  in th e  d o m a i n  o f  s o c ia l  g a t l i e r in g s .  T h i s  in d ic a t e s  th a t  th e r e  

is a g r e a t e r  \ a r i a t i t i n  in th e  u se  o f  P a s h tu  in th e  fo r m a l  a n d  in f o r m a l  

c o n t e x t s  in the  c a s e  o f  o fH c e  d o m a i n  th a n  in  th e  d o m a i n  o f  so c ia l  

g a t h e r i n g s .  0 \ e r a l l .  it a p p e a r s  th a t  d o m a i n s  h a \ e  a n  i m p o r t a n t  ro le  to  p la y  

in d e t e r m in in i i  l a n a u a u e  use.

( ........................
1 Subordinates Colleagues Superiors

OM 28
1

24
1 11

MM 20 ' 12 7
YM

1
6

1
16 5

Table 3: (% ) use o f 'only Pashtu' in Social G atherings Domain

In T a b l e  3 th e  d e c r e a s e  in  th e  u s e  o f  P a s h tu  is  a g a i n  e v i d e n t  a s  w e  m o \  e 

f r o m  th e  s u b o r d i n a t e s  to  th e  s u p e r io r .  It is i n t e r e s t i n g  to  n o t e  th a t  y o u n g  

m a l e  i n f o m i a n t s  u s e  m o r e  P a s h t u  w i t h  th e i r  c o l l e a g u e s  t h a n  th e  m i d d l e  

a g e d  m a l e  i n f o r m a n t s  in  s o c ia l  g a t h e r i n g s .  O n  c o m p a r i n g  t h e  u s e  o f  P a s h t u  

in t h e  d o m a i n  o f  s o c ia l  g a t h e r i n g s  w i th  o f f i c e  a c r o s s  all  t h e  t h r e e  a g e  

g r o u p s ,  it is o b s e r \  e d  th a t  e x c e p t  fo r  t h e  d i s c o u r s e  o f  m i d d l e -  a g e d  m a le  

in fo iT n a n ts  w i th  t h e i r  c o l l e a g u e s  a n d  y o u n g - a g e d  m a l e  i n f o m i a n t s  w i th  

t h e i r  s u b o r d i n a t e s ,  th e  o t h e r  i n s t a n c e s  o f  d i s c o u r s e  s h o w  le ss  u s e  o f  P a s h t u  

in  th e  o f f i c e  d o m a i n  t h a n  in th e  d o m a i n  o f  s o c ia l  g a t h e r i n g s .  S o ,  d u e  to 

s o c ia l  s e t t i n g  th e y  s h i f t  f ro m  P a s h t u  to  U r d u  a n d  o r  K a s h m i r i .  T h i s  a l s o  

i n d i c a t e s  th a t  t h e  h i e r a r c h y  o f  t h e  o f t l c e  is n o t  o n l y  r e s t r i c t e d  to  t h e  o f f i c e
^  w

b u t  is c a r r i e d  o n  to  th e  d o n i a i n  o f  s o c ia l  g a t h e r i n g s  a s  w 'ell.  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  it 

a l s o  in d i c a t e s  th a t  s o c ia l  g a t h e r i n g s  a r e  n o t  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  t h e  b i n d i n g s  

a n d  c o n s t r a i n t s  o f  t h e  s o c i c t y  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o f  th e  o f f ic e .

C o n c l u s i o n

F r o m  th e  a b o v e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  d o m a i n s  o f  l a n g u a g e  u s e  in  P a s h t i m  

c o m m u n i t y  o f  t h e  K a s h m i r ,  it b e c o m e s  e \  id e n t  t h a t  P a s h t u n  c o m m u n i t i e s  

h a v e  m a i n t a i n e d  t h e i r  m o t h e r  t o n g u e  in th e  f a m i l y  d o m a i n  a n d  u s e  o f
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K a s h m i r i  a n d  U r d u  is  n e g l i g i b l e  in  h o m e  at p r e s e n t .  O n  th e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  in 

t h e  d o m a i n s  o f  o f f i c e  a n d  s o c ia l  g a t h e r i n g s ,  P a s h t i i  is b e i n g  r e p l a c e d  b y  

K a s h m i r i  a n d  U r d u .  T h i s  t e n d e n c y  o f  r e p l a c i n g  P u s h tu  w i t h  K a s h m i r i  a n d  

U r d u  is  m o r e  e v i d e n t  a m o n g  e m p l o y e d  a n d  e d u c a t e d  y o u n g  m a l e s  in  th e  

o f f i c e  d o m a i n .  In p e r s o n a l  d o m a i n s  a n d  s o c ia l  g a t h e r i n g s  o f  P a s h t u n s .  a  

t e n d e n c y  h a s  b e e n  o b s e r v e d  in  y o u n g s t e r s  to  s h i f t  t o w a r d s  U r d u .  K a s h m i r i  

a n d  U r d u  - K a s h m i r i .  It is  a  m a t t e r  o f  t i m e  to  s e e  w h e t h e r  P a s h t u  l a n g u a g e  

w i l l  b e  a b l e  to  p r e s e r v e  i t s  s t a t u s  in th e  h o m e  d o m a i n .
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